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TuomasFansnavyvs, Oneof 
His Maieſties Iuſtices of the Peace inthe 


Countic of E/ex, and M*. of the Crown 
Offce,all happinefle both in ſouleand 
body in this life,andeternall glory 
4n the world to come, be 
multiplicd. 


2 2x &3I Monegſt the many titles which 

| | BE arc ginen to the Miniſters of 

©) I YL, Gods holy word in the Scrip- _ _ 

| PAR Jy tures, thetitle of Labourers is X4-19.37,;b 


{CS FN/A\NR, one, to ſhewthat they ſhould 

$I CEPILARS be labourers ;yca, fore labou- r.cyr.3.9. 

> GENDDS) res, labouring to wearineſſe & — 

fainting. Such a one was the Author of this fol. 57" 

lowing T reatiſe,who before God filenced him (by 

his affliting 8 chaſtiſing hand) was as frequent and 

conſtantin the worke of the / I as any yg his 
2 re- 
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brenwren; afterward was not idle nor vnprofirable 
1 private, as both the daily reſolutions & ſatisfaQi- 
ons,which many(both Miniſters & people reſorting; 
to him ) received from him, and al{o tbis following | 
Treatiſe, with two others farre Jarger than this rhe 
one ſhewing whar a true vifible Church, the other 
what P:edcſtination is) do ſufficiently giue witneſle. 
voto. The occaſion of this and the other aforeſaid la- 
bours of his, wasthis,Diuers of his peoplereſorring 
ro him at ſundry times, tor reſolution-in diners que- 
ſtions,he deſired them to thinke of ſome queſtions, 
wherin they moſt defited fatisfaQion, and he would 
( as God ſhould cnable him) giue anſwer thereto, by 
way of an Evening Exerciſe , which motion with 
much ioy they accepted of , and through the good 
hand and guidance of God( whocertainely mouued 
the one to motion, the other to accept and make 
choice) they made choice in the firſt 8 ſecond place 
of theſe two maine and fundamentall Queſtions : 
Firft, What is God : ſecondly, What is Chriſt. The 
dodrine wherof is the ſubic& matrer of thisenſuing 
Treatiſe ; an argument high & cxcellent, and of ne- 
ceflity to be known in ſome good meaſure of all that 
will be ſaued, How diſcreetly and warilv,orthodox- 
ally,fully,/though briefly )and plainely,to the capa- 
Citic of the meaneſt,theſetrwo protound heads of di- 
uinity be handled in the caſuing Treatife,I need nor 
ſay,it willappeare to euery iudicious and Chriſtian 
Reader.I make bold to dedicate it to your worſhip, 
Eirſt,to teſtifie ty vnfained thankfulneſs to you for 
yourloue and kindneſſe tome,& all good Miniſters 
in our Countrey,of whom I haue cucr obſerued you 
: to 
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to beealouer and fauourer, a thing pleafing to God 
and all good men;and irisno matter whomirdi 

ſeth, ſo God bee pleaſed with ir, Secondly, to teſtific 
my defirc of your growth in Grace, and inthe true 
knowledge of God, andof Ieſus Chriſt, whom 10 
know is cterpall life, which this Booke,through Gods 
bleffingvpon your reading of it ,' will helpe you in. 
Which thatit may doe, and for all good vatoyour 
worſhip, I will pray tothe Father of Lights, from 
whom cuery good and perteR gift commeth, In 
whom LIreſt, 


, 
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At your worſbips' | 
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COMMand, 


W1LLIAM HoOLBROOKE, 
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To _ Reader. 


| Nderſtand ( Chriftian Keader ) that 
this following Treatiſe, and the other 
1| :wo befare named inthe Epiſtle Dedi- 
[| catorie, were ginen by the Author (45 
| they were penned by his owne hana) 
ol certaine yeares before his death, unto 
one of bis Flocke and charge, whobe- 
» Jowed the ſame pon me ; and 1,being deſirons of the com- 
mon po0d,haxe publiſhed this for the preſent. Bleſſe God 
for it ,and all means of thy Spiritual good, labour to profit 
byit in the true knowledge of God and Chriit, which 
thou hai fully andplainly opened 10 thee hereiv. Forget 
not to let him hane a place in thyprayers, that prayerh 
daily for thee and all the people of God. 


W1LLIAaM HoLBROOKE. 
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: T. Queſtion. _ 
What s God ? 


eAnſw, 


#2 S@8JD Vuch a Queſtion was once asked by King Cictrode natar. 

a. Hiero of a learned wiſe Heathen y PO 
FP © B2 4es, who demanded one. dayes reſpite to 
ISS) deliberate vponit :the King asked him the 

| " ſamequeſtionthe next day, then the Poet 

asked two dayes reſpite : andſo the third day, foure 

dayes reſpite, ſtill doubling the number of the dayes 

formerly demanded, The Kiz2 maruelled at it,andaſ- 

ked him why hedealt ſo with him , the Poet.aniwered 
plainely, Becauſe (ſaithhe) the longerI conſider and 

ſtudic vpon ir, the darker in my ſeeming rhe matter is, 

A modeſt Anſwer, well befitting a wiſe man , though 
preſumptuous at the firſt, not doubting but by his wit 

and ſtudy hee could attaine tothe vnderſtanding of a- 

* ny thing, cuen of God himſelfe : yet modeſt at the 

laſt, ingenuouſly acknowledging his owne inſufficien- 

cic to reſolue ſucha deepe divine-queſtion. And ſure- 

ly no maruell that this wiſe Hea#hez having no other 

outward helpes but the book of the Creatures, and the 

writings of other narurall men, ſuch as himlelfe was, 


nor any other inward helpe, bur the light of Nature, 
B 2 and 
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andthe common gifts of the Spirit, did giueouer the 
purſuire of rhis profound Queſtion inthe plaine field. 
But wee, who through Gods mercy are reſeruedto 
theſe latter times, haue better meanes without vs, the 
booke of the Scriptures,andthe labours of many ſpiri- 
tuall and ſanRified men; and better-meanes and helps 
within vs too, the Spirit of- grace*and illumination, 
that acquaints vs in ſome. meaſure, euen withthe ſe- 
crets of God ; andtherefore we muſt not ſogiue over 
this matter as hee did, but caſt about it with all dili- 
gcnce,and yetin all humilitie roo,and ſee how we may 
findeand frame a modeſt and: diuine Anſwer to this 
high and heauenly demaund. 

Firſt therefore, that we may the better conceive and 
profitby this Queſtion, we areto conſider (before we 
cometothe Anſwer thereof) of twogenerall prepara- 
tions to the ſame; for as none of Gods buſineſle, fo 
ſpecially not this concerning his owne Maieſty and 
being, is to be vadertaken with vnwaſhen hands, that 
is,without due preparation of heart 8 affeRions going 

2. Generall Þ**- Hefore. The firſt general preparation is, how we ought 


parations conſi- 


derable before it t eſteeme of this Queſtion : The ſecond, with what 
wharGoais, Cautionsand limitations we areto proceede therein. 
Thekra:andin In the firſt we aretoconſidertheſe particulars: Firſt, 
ir ive particu that it is ſome ſuſpition of Curiofiry to ſeeke into 
ſuch an hizh point, ifcither wee ſeeke to know the 
brightneſſe and perfeRion of Gods Eflence ( for that 
God hath not reuealedat all) or the full 8 perfe@ itate 
of his properties and workes, (for God hath not reuea« 
led them but in ſome meaſure) It is curioſitie inexcu- 
ſable : What? Are weenot centent to know that God 
is, and that he is holy, wile, iuft,8&c. but we muſt diue 


mothe bortomleſſe depth.of his Efſence 2 Reachnor 
| e900 
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Of God, of (rift. 


too high,for feare of a ſhamefull fall, 

Secondly, thatit is eafteto erre indefyning what 
God is. Errour creepes in quickly ypon vs in theeaſt- 
eſt and loweſt points of Religion, yea cuen in worldly 
things,how much more in heauenly, and ſo in thisthe 
heauenlieſt of all 2 God is ſo pure, ſpirituall, glorious , 
we ſo vncleane, carnall, blinde; that cither inthe ex- 
ceſſe we goe too farre, or in the defet wee come too 
ſhort ; either onthe right hand, fawninglyperſwaded 
ſomewhat of God in fauour of him, which yer hee is 
not ; or on the left hand , peruerſly not belecuing 
ſomewhat of him which indeede heis. It is eafte to 
fall from an hi2h eepe pitch ;andthis being ſo bizh a 
pitch, itiscafteto take a fall at it. 

Thirdly, thaterrors in this point are very dange- 
rous, and, if they be defended, damnable, the point 
being a moſt fundamentall point of our Faith, the er- 
rors herein muſt be fundamentall too, that is, ſuch as 
cut vs off from the foundation , nor cuery little miſta- 
king,buterror herein wilfully defended : It is as much 
aS our Sovlesare worth, like little lyes buſie about the 
bright candle, but they burne for it: ſome are blaſphe- 
mers by it, as Bsſi/ides,and the Gngſtickes, and ſomeare 
Idolaters, ereRting in theirthoughts a Notion of God, 
which is not God,and therefore an Idoll. 

Fourthly, that itis inpoſhbleto finde that we ſeeke, 
that is, any Subſtantial! or Efſentiall knowledge of 
God as the Schooles ſpeake :neither is there any defi- 
nition to be framed of him, for he is Infinite : no Ge- 
»ws, for there is nothing of larger conrent than God 
himſelfe ; pi 1 isthere differentia ſpecifics, ſpecificall 
diffcrence in this caſe , for there is no ſpecificall dif- 
ference ot euery particular man , much lefle of God, 

B 3. who 
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4 , _s of God, of Chriſt. 


who is indiuidually one : hecomprehends the world 
S withinhis fiſt, and how can himſelfe be wholly com- 
prehended in any definition ? It is one of his knowne 
Attributes, that he is incomprehenſible, God is not 
ſeene, ſaith the Apoſtle, r.Tim.6.16.that is, he is not to 
be comprehended as he is. 
5 Laſtly, yetit is of neceſlarie vſe, and therefore may 
I andmuſtbceſought into : Firſt,to ſtop the mouthes of 
Three-rcaſons __ . uy » . 
why we may and CQUilling Aduerſaries, that are ſtill inſulting ouer vs, 
kw aying, #ho, what, whereis your God? as vpbraiding vs, 
whatGedis, that wee belecuein a falſe God, or at leaſt ſuch a one 
2 as wceknow notour ſelues : Secondly,to ſtay and fati(- 
fic our ovrne reaching thoughts, for the matter concer- 
ning the ſaluation of our Soules , we muſt haue ſome 
certaine obic@ to ſettle our thoughts vpon, elſe wee 
5 ſhall neuer beeat reſt : Thirdly, for our direQtion in 
our worſhip and ſeruice of God,which mult be anſ{we- 
rable,as to his Will, ſo to his Nature too, Jeb» 4.24. 
God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſbip 
him in Spirit and Trath. Corporall gods muſt haue 
.corporall worſhip, anda ſpirituall God muſt haue a 
ſpirituall worſhip : but our God is a Spirit, and there- 
fore muſt haue a ſpirituall worſhip. Ir is horrible 
bliadnefle to worſhip an vaknowne God as the Athe- 
nians did, 40s 17.23.and is alſo reproued of our Sa- 
uiour, 7ohn 4.22.78 worſhip that which ye know not : and 
this makes vs reſolute in his ſeruice, when wee know 
who it is wee ſerue, 2.,Ti..1.12. 1 know whom I haze 
beleened. 


Ceutions ob. = Inthe ſecond genecrall preparation, we are to conſi- 


ſeruable in the (@< 


cond generall © CT With what Cautions and limitations we are to pro- 
pee a*d ceed herein, For the matter being ſo difficult 8 dange- 
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know God, © xOUS, WE had needto take great liged how we deal - "i 
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The firſt caution is this, Thatit is ſafer by negation 
to ſay what God is not, than by affirmation poſitively 
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Damaſc.lib.r. 
Cap. 13. 


to ſay what hes, as ro ſay,he is notmortal,not viſible, <:ccro1ib.1,te 


hath gone before vs,r, Tim.1.17. Now onto the King 
euerl:ſting, immortall, inuiſible, &c, And 1.Tim.6.16. 
(Hee dwels in that light which none can attaine wnto, 
where the reaſon is added, why he cannot be ſeene,be- 
cauſe the light that ſhould ſhew him to vs is vnacceſh- 
ble, Titms 1.2.449% Non ficat homo,that is, He cannot 
lye, hee 1s not as man, that hee ſhould lye, as it is Num, 
23.19.) Likeasa Carpenter in making of an Image, 
pares off on every ſide, and that which is remaining is 
an Image : ſoin ſaying what God is nor, wee ſhall ſee 
what hee is, and as this is the ſafeſt way, ſo itis the fit- 
teſt way. For all things being denied of him which 
are incident to the. creatures, hee is thereby acknow- 
ledged fingular,& infinitely ſuperiour torhemaHll : not 
but that many things may be poſitively pronounced of 
God too, but the other is the ſafeſt and fitteſt courſe. 

Secondly, inſaying what God is,we muſt keepe our 
ſclues within the bounds and compaſle of Gods word: 
for that which God ſpeaketh of himſelfe, wee may 
freely and ſafely ſpeake ; and that which he ſpeaks nor, 
is buta fable and deuice of mans braine. None can te- 
ſtifie of God, but himſelfe; therfore the Prophet ſaith, 
Hab.1.20, The Lord # in hu holy Temple, The Prophet 
fendsthem to ſeeke God in his holy Temple, that is, 
to his. Word ſounding in his Temple, And our Sauiour 
faith, Search the Seriprares,Toh.5.39. Study the Word, 
and pray for the Spirit, and hee will keepe thee within 
a good ([cantling. 

Thirdly, that though we keepe onr ſclues wo_ 
tC 


ratura deorum. 


not corruptible,&c. And in this courſe the holy Ghoſt Hyperarerhod, 
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who is indiuidually one : hecomprehends the world 

FP withinhis fiſt, and how can himſelfe be wholly com- 
prehended in any definition ? It is one of his knowne 
Attributes, that he is incomprehenſible ; God is not 
ſeene, ſaith the Apoſtle, r.7im.6.16.that is, he is not to 
be comprehended as he is. 

5 Laſtly, yetit is of neceſſarie vie, and therefore may 

LT andmuſtbeceſought inco : Firſt,to ſtop the mouthes of 


Three-rcaſons Be « On. v ; 
why wemayand CQUilling Aduerſarics, that are ſtill inſulting ouer vs, 


eo kaow faying, Who, what, whereis your God? as vpbraiding vs, 
whatGedis, that wee belecuein a falſe God, or at leaſt ſuch a one 
2 as wcknow notour ſeclues : Secondly,to ſtay and fati(- 
fic our owne reaching thoughts, for the matter concer- 
ning the ſaluation of our Soules , we muſt haue ſome 
certaine obie& to ſettle our thoughts vpon, elſe wee 
n ſhall neuer bee at reſt : Thirdly, for our diretion in 
our worſhip and ſeruice of God,which mult be anſwe- 
rable,as to his Will, ſo to his Nature too, 7ehn 4.24. 
God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſbip 
him in Spirit and Trath. Corporall gods muſt haue 
.corporall worſhip; anda ſpirituall God muſt haue a 
ſpirituall worſhip : but our God is a Spirit, and there- 
fore muſt haue a ſpirituall worſhip. Ir is horrible 
bliadnefle to worſhip an vaknowne God as the Athe- 
nians did, 40s 17.23.and is alſo reproued of our Sa- 
uiour, 7ohn 4.22.78 worſhip that which ye know not : and 
this makes vs reſolute in his ſeruice, when wee know 
who it is wee ſerue, 2.Ti..1.12. 1 know whom I haze 
beleened, 


Ceutions ob. — Inthe ſecond gencrall preparation, weare to conſ(i- 


ſeruable in the (@- 


cond generall * MET With What Cautions and limitations weare to pro- 
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The firſt caution is this, That it is ſafer by negation 1 
to ſay what God is not, than by affirmation poſitively Ranaetibr. 


to ſay what heis , asro ſay, be is notmortal,not viſible, Cicerolib.1,te 
not corruptible,&c. And in this courſethe holy Ghoſt Hyper.method, 
hath gone before vs,r, Tim.1.17. Now onto the King ** 
euerlsſling, immortall, inuiſible, &c, And 1.Tim.6.16. 
(Hee dwels in that light which none can attaine wnte, 
where the reaſonis added, why he cannot be ſeene,be- 
cauſe the light that ſhould ſhew him to vs is vnacceſſi- 
ble, Tit#s 1.2.44) Non ficut homo,that is, He cannot 
lyec, hee is not as man, that hee ſhould lye,as it is Num, 
23.19.) Likeasa Carpenter in making of an Image, 
pares off on every ſide, and that which is remainipg is 
an Image : ſoin ſaying what God is nor, wee ſhallſec 
what hee is; and as this is the ſafeſt way, ſo itis the fit- 
teſt way. For all things being denied of him which 
are incident to the. creatures, hee is thereby acknow- 
ledged fingular,& infinitely ſuperiour to rhemaMl : not 
but that many things may be poſitiuely pronounced of 
God too,but the other is the ſafeſt and fitteſt courſe. 
Secondly, in ſaying what God is,we muſt kcepe our 
{clues within the bounds and compaſle of Gods word: 
for that which God ſpeaketh of himſelfe, wee may 
freely and ſafely ſpeake , and that which he ſpeaks not, 
is buta fable and deuice of mans braine. None can te- 
ſtifie of God, but himſelfe; therfore the Prophet ſaith, 
H4b.1.20, The Lord © in ha boly Temple, The Prophet 
fendsthem to ſeeke God in his holy Temple, that is, 
to his Word ſounding in his Temple, And our Sauiour 
ſaith, Search the Scriptares,Toh.5.39. Study the Word, 
and pray for the Spirir, and hee will keepe thee within 
a good ([cantling. | 
Thirdly, that though we keepe our ſelues mweſ 3. 
C 


we 
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the bounds of the Word, yet we ſhal know but in. part. 


I.Cor.13.12. Now wee ſee through aglaſſe darkely, but 
then ſhall we ſee face to face: Now I know in part but then 


ſhall 1 know as I am knowne, The perfetknowledgeof 


Godis reſpited toanother life, 1./9b# 3,2, Then wee 


ſhell ſee hizs 4s he # : yet we know ſo much of him here, 


25 ſhall ſerue for our ſaluation. Moſes, who ſaw God 
and ſpaketo him, Exod.33.11 facets face,curn £5 4 mm 


ſpeak eth to his friend, And there aroſe not a Prophet in 


Iſrael like unto him, whom God knew face toface, Dear. 
34.10.Yet hewas ſtinted and ſaw but his hinder parts, 
Exod. 33.20.23. Nay the Angels in heauen ſee him not 
as he is. 

Fourrhly, thar little which we do know of God, we 
muſt embrace itwith humble ſubmiſſion, and holy ad- 
miration ; not as comprehending it, but as rather being 
comprehended by it; notas thou orthy vaderftanding 
being maſter ofit (as iris of other notices) but as it 
maſtering and ſubduing thy vaderſtanding. Earthly 
things wee vaderſtand one way, heaucnly another : 
Earthly things we maſter and ſubdueto our vnderſtan- 


"dings; heaucaly things ſubdue and maſter our vnder- 


ſtandings vato them. So then what we know of God, 
we know it rather as being comprehended of it, than 
comprehending it, according to the ſpeech of the A- 
poſtle,Gal.q4.9. But now ſeeing you know God, or rather 
ere knovene of God, And lohn.10.14.1 know mine,c. 
The fift caution is, that ſtill wee muſt looke into it 
with the eye of Faith and not of Reaſon : for Reaſon 
ist00 blinde, or clſetoo ſawcie to conceiue of God. 
Some things thou ſhalt heare, but ſce no reaſon of 
them,ycet belecue them, becauſe the Word ſaith ir is fo. 
Other things rhou maiſt thinkthere is great reaſon for; 


yet 
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yet belecue them: not, exceptthe Word, the rule of 
Faith, reucale them. ;, _ .; | Hr.” 


The fixth and laſt caution,isthis,that we mult ſearch 
intothis myſtery oncly ſo far forth as irtends.tobuild Celwlatine; 
vp our Faithin Chriſt, and holineſſe of life ; for how- © 
ſocuerthe knowledge of God is to be ſought fter for 
it ſelfe,it being of ſuch excellency. as it is;,yet God will 
accept of noknowledge'of himſelf in man,bur ſuch as 
is profitable for man ro Faichand obedience. 70h.4.24. 

God « a Spirit, they that worſhip him,mait worſhio hins 
in Spirit and Truth, Theknowledge, that Godiis a Spi- 
rit,is idle, exceprtitbe applied to Gods ſcruice. Take 
theſe two rules in thiscaſe, Firſt, neuer thinke nor 
look vpon God, but in the face of Ieſus Chriſt, Jo. 14. 
9, Hethat bath ſcene me hath ſcene the Father &5;F hus 

lookes vpon vs in Chriſt, and therefore we,muſt 
looke vpon God in him, as he is our Mediatour, & be- 
hold him in his merit, and obedience, andrhis giues 
oreat illumination. Itis Chriſt, that came out of the 
boſome of the Father, that reucales him ,ynto vs. 
1b.1 18. | 

The ſecond rule, is this, thatthe knowledge which 
wee haue of God, muſt notbe onely ſpeculative in the 
braine, bur muſt paſſe intothe heart, to bee pu into 
praQtice in our conuerſation, elſe the divel wilexcel vs, 
for he hath more ſpeculative knowledge than we haue. 

 Andſo much for the two generall, preparations, 
Now we come to the queſtion it ſelfe : and herein, to 
auoid longſomneſſe and confuſion, becauſe definitions 
mukt be both ſhorr and orderly ; we will confider God 
intheſcfoure reſpeds, and from cuerie one of them 
framean anſwertorhjs queſtion, Irake this courſe, be* pure gereru | 
aule ir hcreby..to PRens pallagero ho FROF 5-1" Wi 
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rlypelaneth. 89. 


Dodrine concerning God. Firſt then we will confi- 
der God in his Eſſence. Secondly, in his Subfſiſtence, 
Thirdly in his Artribures & Properties, And fourthly, 
in his Office and Workes. And to one of theſe foure 
heads may be reduced whatſocuer wee know concer- 
ning God. 

Firſt,in his Eſfence;for an Effence God hath,though 
we know itnor, yet it muſt and may berightly affirmed 
of him. The Creatures haue their Eflence, andir is a 

art of their perfeRion; ſo that if God haue not his E(- 

ence;the Creatures go beyond their Creator,which is 
blaſphemous. Yea all Creatures haue their Eflence 
from him, therefore he muſt needes haue an Eflence 
himſelfe.. 

- This confidered, God is a Spirit»all ſubſtance or he- 
ing of himſclfe. Firſt, God is a Sp/r1t#4// ſubſtance,8&c. 
Wemighr ſay in the Negatiue, God is an Incorporeall 
ſubſtance,that he hath no body ; but becauſe God hath 
ſpoken affirmariuely of himſelfe, ſo may weeto0,Joh. 
4.34.Gudis a Spirit. and here (that wee may not ſort 
him with any thing elſe, for he. hath no match)we muſt 


learne a'rule that concernes this whole Do@rine of 


God, and thatisthis, That wharſocuer is affirmed of 
God, which isalſo communicable to the Creatures, 
the ſame muſt be vnderſtood by akinde of excellency 
and ſingularity abouethe reſt. nupy are Spirits, and 
the Soules of menare Spirits ; bur Godis a Spirit by a 


kinde of excellency or fingularity aboue all Spirits : 
he is the Father of Spirits ; the Author of Spirits, and 
indeede the Spirit of Spirits. 

Secondly, Godis a S#bHaxce or berwp, although the 
word in Subſtance or being,be not vied in. Scripture, 
(bur was. deuiſedandtaken vp lome 360 YO 

Carig. 
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Chriſt by the Nycenec Fathers;to clearethedifference | 


betwixt Perſon and Subſtanceiin God. For (ſaid ſome. 
Heretickes) If Chriſt be God of the ſame Subſtance 
& being with the Father; then when Chriſt was incar- 
nate, the Father was incarnatealſo.No,ſaid the Ortho- 
doxe, for though hee bee of the ſame Subſtance with 
the Father,yet is he not the ſamePerſon. So this word 
wasthendcuiſed of purpoſeto anoid herefic: yer it 
hathgood warrant from Gods owne mouth, Ex04.3. 
14, Where hee ſaith, [aw that 7 a9.That is, I am a be- 


ing,and not fo onely, but /chguah alſo comes from'a vid.Aneu,tes. 


root, that ſignifies to be, and ſo to be,as that he was,is, 
and ſhall bee from all eternitic, toall eternity, accor- 
ding to that in Rewel.1.4, Which was, and Which is, and 
which s tocome. And fucha being he is, asin compa- 
rifon of him,all other beings are no beings. 

Laftly, God is of hizz/e/fe,for ſo indeede the word 7 
«m intends, that is, Iam ofand by my ſelfe, nothing 
contributing tomy being: To this purpoſe are theſe 
places of Scripture, F/al.90.2. Before the Mountaines 
were made, and before thou haddeft formed the earth and 
the world, ener from eucrlaſting to enerlafting thou art 
our God, Renel.1.8. lam Alpba and Omega,the beginning 
and the ending, ſaith the Lord, &c. Iſaiah 40.13. Who 
hath inflratted the Spirit of the Lord 2 or was bis Coun- 
ſeller or tanght him © There was none before him, to 
viveto him, or to communicate any thing to his be- 
ing, therefore he is of himſelfe. A#s 17.25. Hegiwes to 
all life, and breath , aud allthings, therefore nothin 
contributes vnto him, Rem. 1143443536. For who bat 
knowne the mind of the Lord? or whowa his counſellor? 
Or who hath ginen onto him firſt , and be ſhall be recom- 
penced';, For of bim, and through bim , and for him are 
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all things,c.therefore God.is of himſelfe.Ges.r7.1, 
I am God all-ſafficient; thatis, of my felfe, needing no 
other Creature to contribute vnto. mee, but contri- 
buting to all Creatures. 
Reaſon. The Reaſons and ſes of theſe points follow. 
I And firſt,that God is a Spirit,the Reaſon is, becauſe 
a Spirit is the beſt, higheſt,and pureſt Nature ; and we 
know, cuen in our owne vnderſtandings, that, that 
which is moſt earthly, 15 moſt baſe. God then bein 
the moſt excellent and higheſt Nature, muſtneedesbe 
-aSpirit t09. $3 | 
2 Secondly, elſe he cannot be euery where, for a bo- 
dy is comprehended ina certain place, 
Vſes. "The firſt Yſe, is toreprooue thoſe Herctickes, the 
T Anthropomorphites,that would make Godto beta man 
becauſe hee hath the parts of a man attributed to him 
Hyper. meth.8. jn the Scripturezas Eyes, Hands,&c-: «Bur this is no 
Lec.Com.p15, gOOdreaſon, fortheſe arc attributedto. Gad, becauſe 
there are ſome eff:Rs in God, whighare. anſwerable 
to theeffets of theſe parts in manzand rherefore an 
Eye is attributed to God, becauſeas it isthe effet of 
an Eyc to ſee and behold ; ſo Godby his prouidence 
beholdeth all things : and ſo his worke is called his 
Hand, becauſe itis the effeR of the Hand to worke : 
and ſo he is ſaid to haue an Eare,bþecauſe he continual- 
ly heareth the prayersof his Children, northat God 
hath any ſuch parts, for he is a Spirit. 4 
2 «® Theſecondvſe,isagainſt Papiſts,that worſhip God 
cotetatirat, in Images, which is groſſe Idolatry , forbidden by 
' * Godin Deautronomic,cah4.15,16. Te ſaw nolmare inthe 
day that the Lord ſpake to you in Horeb therefore corrupt 
»ot gour ſelucs in: making 30us grance Image, or the 16- 
preſentation of any figure,” whether it be hay 4 
2 WS | nd 
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And 1/ay 40.18, To whom then will you liken God, or 
what :fimilitude will a cr vp vnto bim? And ſoirtre- 
proouesall carnal worſhippers,that giue vato God an 
outward bodily worſhip onely. Gad isa Spirit, and 
therefore wemuſt giue him a Spirituall worſhip, wee 
muſt worſhip him with our hearts 8 Spirits, as well as 
withour bodies:this vie our Sauiour makes of it, ob 4. 
24.God ts 4 Spirit, therfore worſhip him in Spirit & Truth, 
Then ſecondly, that God is a Subſtance or being, the 
reaſon is ; Firſt, becauſe all things ſubſiſtin him, asin 
' their Foundation,therefore himſclte is a Subſtance. 
Secondly, himſelfe hath many properties, as Iuſt, 
Holy,8c.and therefore a Subſtence. ; 
The firſt Vſe, Seeing God isatrue or ſubſtantial F7e Te 
being, wee muſt not call into queſtion, whether there 
be a God or no,as the Atheiſts and Philoſcphers haue 
done that afftirme,thart Gods name is bt a bare Title, 
a bug-Bcare to keepe mem in awe, as Plinine SIridas 
{aid.But theſe that dothus'deny and deride God here, 
ſhall feele inhell, rhat there is a God. / 
The ſecond Vfe, is againſt Hypocrites, that make Flec. 
God but a Shadow, in that they thinke hee is ſatisfied - *** 
and ſcrued with. an outward ſhadow of worthip. 
But they are decciued;:for God is a Subſtance, and 
therefore will haue atrue and ſubſtantiall worſhip. . 
Laſlly,that God is of himſelfe,the reaſon is ; .. 
Firſt, becauſe he made all thiggs elſe, Ger. .1.there- reg/on.x, | 
fore he muſt needes be of himſclfe. EVO 0154 
Secondly,el{c there had bin no abſolute beginning, = 
for if God be not of himſelte, then there was ſorac- 
what before him to contribute to him; and then. 
there muſt be ſomewhat before thatto contribute to 
it, and ſo we ſhould run in I»finitwm. Butnothing con- 
| E C 3 triþutes 
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trubucesto God,rtherefore he is of himſclfe, 
The firſt vſe,is ro teach vs toreſt fully and abſokute- 
ly vpon him alone for all things. 

The ſecond vic is, agaiaſt the fooliſh Popiſh, ſottiſh- 
neſſe of many thatrainke they gratific God, as giuing 
him ſomewhar when they obey him, Silly wretches, 
God hath no ncede of them nor their ſeruice neither, 
he takesnothing of them for himſeltegallthat hetakes 
of vs is this, toaccept in good part our poore ſeruice, 
and for Chriſts ſake to be pleaſed with vs, Efay 43.25 
Pſalme 5 0.12, God hath no neede of vs, for all the 
world is his, and allthat thercinis, hee is of himſelfe, 
and nothing that we can do,can profit him, | 

Now inthe ſecond place -weeare to confider of 
Godin his Subſiſtence, which ſome call the manner 
of his being, vrſine, (this is a matter of great impor. 
tance, and therefore I would defire you in Gods 
nameto be very attentiueto it). Gods Eflence differs 
from his ſubſiſtence, art leaſt in our apprehenſion; his 
Eflence is one thing, his Subfiftence is another; his EC 
ſence, that is, his being ; his Subfiſtence, that is, rhe 
manner of his being ; this difference wee muſt make 
for our owne apprehenſion and capacity, for both 
theſe are one in God : Iſaytheefſence of Godis his 
abſolute being in himſelfe ; his ſab/e/texce imports his 
being,as it is arrended with certaine eſſentiall, intere 
nall, and incommunicable properties, To make it 
plaine by a ſimilitude, and from a ſmaller matterto 
conceive agreater, A man hath his eſſence, and his 
ſubſiſtence; amans eſfenceis his being , confiſting of 
matter and forme, of body and ſoule ; his ſubfiſtence 
is his ſo being, with certaine accidents belongingto 
him, asthat hee is high orlowe, blackc or white, but 
| | God 
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God is infinitely otherwiſe thati man, as hawng nei. 
ther compoſition, nor accidents. 

Now wee cometo the definition. thus confidered , 
God is a ſpirituall ſubſtance, ſubfiſting by certaine ſe- | > 
uerall properties, in three diſtin perſons, the Father, ; 
Sonne, and holy Ghoſt , cuery one of theſe phraſes 
needs a ſeuerall illuſtration ; the firſt thing here to bee 
expounded is the ſubſiſtence of God ; tor the ope- 
ning of this point,wee muſt know,that ſome Diuines 
confound theſe things, and make ſubſtance to be ſub= 
ſiſtence, and ſubſiſtence to be properties, and proper- 
ties to be perſons, and perſons to be ſubſtance,and yet 
many of them hold rhe ſatne truth with vs in ſenſe, 
though nor in word ; bur theſe termes as we propound 
them, rizhtly vnderſtood, are the ſafeſt, ſimpleſt, and 
plaineſt vnfolding ot this myſterie, And therefore 
before | come tothe matter ir-ielfe, I muſt acquaint 
youwith theſe-things; Firſt, thatthe bleſled Trinitie 
is entire within it-ſelfe, and cannot be illuſtrated, nor 
recciue any helpe from any thingelſe, becauſe ſuch 
things arc not elſewhere ro bee found, they muſt bee 
expreſſed. mutually by themſelues, and one of them 
deſcribed by rhe other, as /#»ſeFexce by perſon, per- 
ſon by property, &c. and fo ina circle, which al- 
thouzh it bee abſurd in other things which are finite, 
yet in theſe things which are ifivite it is moſt nece{- 
fary , becauſe they cannot otherwiſe bee explained. 

Secondly, vnderſtand that theſe termes of Perſon, 
Propertic, Subſiftence, &c, were. deuiſed by the Fa- 
thers 300, yearesafrer Chriſt ot purpoſe to meete 
with certaine Heretiques, and to make cleare the arti- 
cle of their faith inthe bleſſed Trinitie, Thirdly, that 


therefore we are not. toexpeR any exprelle Scripture 
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for proofe of rheſe termes , yet the things in effeRt 
may be pr oucd out of Gods word, _ 

Theſerhings premiſed, wee come to tell you what 
theſe rermes are in themſelucs, Firſt, for Swbſiftence, 
Whatts coat? Itis the being of the divine nature in 
ſuch or ſucha perſon. A Per/oz is the diuine nature 
ſpecified by ſuchor ſuch a property, A, Propertie, is 
that internall eſſentiall relation tothe diuine nature, 


—%._ 


| whereby the perſons haue ſuch and ſuch ſubſiſtence. 


The property in the Trinity -is 20 beger, to be begotten, 
#0 proceede. It is the property of the * Father to beget, 
of the Sonne to bee begotten, of the holy Ghoſtto 
proceed. A ſubſiftence is the being of God in ſuch or 
ſuch a perſon, as in the Father, Sonne, or holy Ghoſt. 
A perſon is the diuine nature ſpecified by ſuch or 
ſuch a property, as of the Fatherto beget, the Sonne 
to be begotten, the holy Ghoſt to proceede : A pro- 
perty is that internall relation whereby the Father 
begets,the Sonne is begotten, &c. and ſo much of 
ſubſiſtence : now of the properties. By certaine ſe- 
uerall Properties,I ſay ſeuerall, for there are certaine 
peapeacen wherein they all communicate, as good- 
nefle,and mercy,8&c, but theſe admit no communica- 
tion , but that whichis affirmed of the one is flatly de- 


nicd of the other, as to beget is affirmed ofthe Father, 


yer denied of the other two Perſons, as for example, 
a father begets a ſonne, and vnder Gad giues him his 
being and Son-hood , but the property whereby hee 
begets his ſonne is peculiarto the father himſclfe.; ſo 
1n thaterernall generation God gauec his Soane, his 
beingand his Son-hood , yet the property of beget- 
ting, and of being a Farkex hereſerues to himſclte.. . 

Properties to beget, to bee begotten, toproceede, 


they 
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they maybe called Relations;,:becauſe' they are affir- 
med df one perſon reſpeRiuely to another, as to be- 
get is the property of the Father, and is affirmed of 
the Father reſpeRinely tothe Sonne that is begotten : 
ſothey may bee andare called of; ſome workes, be- 
cauſe they. conſiſtof: Actions, as to beget, to be be- 
gotten, toproceede. : But whether-ſocuer of theſe 
wee callthem, wee muſt yvnderſtand them with theſe 
diffetences; that they be internall andeſſentiall ; firſt, 
they be internalleo diſtinguiſh then from workes thar 
are.cxternall, as Creation, Redemption, SanQificati- 
on;theſe arc properties too, burtthey are not meerel 

internal; but areexternally exerciſed by God towards 
the-Creatures :' ſecondly.they be cflentiall propertics 
ofthe very Eſſence of Godin ſuch8 fucha Perſon. 

.. Wee cometo the laſt part of the Definition. x 
three diſtin perſons, &c. three, fomany and no more : 
d;itn ; the ſubſtance and natureof God is one-and 
the ſame; the-pevfons are diftint and: diuers : . the 
Father is God, and the Sonne is God, and the holy 
Ghoſt is God, but yetthe Fatheris nor the Sonne, 
northe Sonne is not the Father, 8&c; »:But how can 
they be thiree, and yet but one; diſtinguiſhed and yet 
the ſame * 'wee may ſeeaglimpſe of this in the Sunne, 
there isthe body of the Sunne, andthe Beames, and 
the Light, .all. theſe are one ineffc, and yet three 
diſtintthings, © Perſons 7A perſon is rhe diuine na- 
ture;ſpecified; by ſuck andſuch a property ywee muſt 
take heedethat wee vnderſtand not as Sabel/izs and 0- 
theriHeretiques have done, that the perſons.in the 


Godheadare bur Offices , for thoughthey hauetheir Vriae.z23; | f 


Offices, yeta'perſonis athing really ſubſiſtentm the 
diuine Nature, which an Office is not : Secondly,we 
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muſt nor imaginethar it.isin God, as'it ivinmam; for: 
in man'we cannor imaginea Perſon, but it muftbee: 
materiall with ſach or ſuch a ſhape ; but wee muſt 
imagiace the Perſonsin the Godheadto bee anſwera- 
ble ro the ſubſtance ſubſiſting init, Immareriall;infi« 
nite & efſentiall: 'Ir differs from an Eflence,asathing 
ſpecified and leflecommon, from athing more com- 
monand without ſpecification : Then they are three 
diſtin perſons, the Father, Sonne,andholy Ghoſt. : 

I ſhall not neede atthis time to enterintyo their ſe- 
uerall Offices, but onely ſo farre as concernes this de-= 
ſcription : The Father is the firſt perſon of the ble{ 
ſed Trinirie,that hath eternally begottenthg Sonne 
of himſclfe. Now we ſhall haue proofes out of Gods 
word forthat we ſpeake , the proofe of this is in Ffe/. 
2.7. Thouart my Sonne, this day bane Thepotten thee, 
The Sonne is the ſecond Perſon of the bleſſed Trini- 
tie, cternally begotten of the ſubſtance of his Father : 
the ſame proofe, in ?/alme 2, thatprooucsthatthe Fa- 
ther begot, proouesalſothatthe Sonne isbþegotten of 
the Fathcr : And /obx.7.29, but Iknow him, for Iamof 
bim,and be hath ſent me. . ei6 | 

' The holy.Ghoſt is the third Petſon ofthe bleſſed 
Trinity, eternally proceeding fromthe Fatherand the 
Sonne. 16h 15.26.but when the Comforter ſhall come, 
whom 1 will ſend wnts you from my Father ; Burofthe(c 
ſeuerally intheir owne places?” 21.37 D 


— Now wee haue paſt rhrough the parts of the De- 


fſeription; tor our turther inſtruQion, I will gather 


from' hence an obſ{cruation, and that is this-: God 


' hath revealed himſelfe in his wordro bee oze God, ſub: 


* ſiſtinginthreediſtin perſons, the Farber, Sowne, aud 
bot; Ghoſt : And this hee hath done ſomewhat more 
| hiddealy, 
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hiddenly, as in the triple repeating of the ſame name, 
I/siah.6.3 .' Holy; holy; hot.” Lord God. of Hoſts , this 
foinew hart hiddenly gives vs to vadeiftand, that God 
is onc in Eflence;three in perfons. Orclſe in fevers il 
names, as ?/«/me 33 .6.Bythe word of the Lord were-the 
Heanens made, and all the Heits of them bythe breath of 
bu month: 'T he Lord, there is the Father: theword, 
there is the Sexre ; the breath of hu menth., there isthe 
holy Ghoft: And the like isinthe 2..Sem.23., The Spirit 
of the Lord ſpake by me,co6,T he God of Iſrael ſpake #9 me, 
tht (lr engtbof ifrachfaid verſe 

| Sccondly , moreplaincly, as when it is expreſſely 
ſaid, there are three perſons,as in the-1./8b» 5.7, There 
arethree which beare record in heanen he Father , the 
MHord,and the holy Ghoſt, and theſe threeare ove. And 

HMatith:2 8.19 .Bavtiaing them in the name of the Father, 
4nd of the Sonne.,and of the boly Ghoſt, | 

The Ree/oxs are theſe(although there beno forcing 
Reaſons to cauſe it ta be ſo;theſe being matters with- 
out cauſe, yetrherearecertaine Reaſons to- be giuen 
from the cfte orconſequenr.) 

Firſt,*to diſtinguiſh the true -God, from all falſe 
gods inthe world ; the Turkes,and the Iewes,and the 
Heathen, belccuc in one GoG; bur to belecue in one 
God,three in Perſons, is peculiar to the EleQ,and isſa- 
uing Faith,and true Religion. 
ccandly, to procure in vs agreater admiration of 
the Maieſty of God, that wee might the more admire 
and adore that which we leaſtapprehend. 

Thirdly, to fit our knowledge of his Maicſty to the 
ſundry adminiſtrations which hee doth exerciſeto- 
wards vs,as namely,the worke of Creation, Redemp- 
tion,Sancification,&c, | 
| Da _ The 
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Dot ie, 


* ſiſtinginthreediſtinR perſons, the Farber, Sowne, aud 
boty Ghoſt : And this hee hath done ſomewhat more 
| hiddenly, 


muſt not imaginethat it.isin God, as" it ivinmamn;,' for: 
in man we cannot imaginea Perſon, but itmuſtbee: 
materiall with ſuch or ſach a ſhape , but wee muſt 
imagiac the Perſonsin the Godheadto bee anſwera- 
blero the ſubſtance ſubſliſting init, Immareriall,infi- 
nite & efſentiall: 'Ir differs from an Eflence,asathing 
ſpecified and leflecommon, from athing more com- 
monand without ſpecification : Then rhey are three 
diſtin perſons,the Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoſt. 

I ſhall not neede atthis timeto enterinto their ſe- 
uerall Offices, but onely ſo farre as concernesthis de- 
ſcription : The Father is the firſt perſon of the ble{- 
ſed Trinirie,that hath eternally begottenthg Sonne 
of himſclfe. 'Now we ſhall haue proofes out of Gods 
word forthat we ſpeake , the proofe of this is in Tot. 
2.7. Thouart my Sonne, this day bane Thepotten thee, 
The Sonne is the ſecond Perſon of. the bleſſed Trini- 
tie, eternally begotten of the ſubſtance of his Father : 
the ſame proofe, in ?/alme 2. that proouesthatthe Fa- 
ther begot, proouesalſorthatthe Sonne isþegotten of 
the Fathcr: And /obx.7.29. but Iknow him, for Tam of 
bim,and be hath ſent me. ext | 

' The holy Ghoſt is the third Petſon ofthe bleſſed 
Trinity, eternally proceeding fromthe Fatherand the 
Sonne, {hn 15.26,but when the Comforter ſhall come, 
whom 1 wil! ſend vnto you from my Father ; But of the(c 
ſeuerally intheir owne places/' 21.27 


— Now wee haue paſt rhrough the parts of the De- 


fſeription, tor our turther inſtruQion, I will gather 


from' hence an ob{cruation, and that is this-: God 


hath revealed/himſclfe in his wordto bee oze God, ſub: 


te 


Hs 
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hiddenly, as inthe triple repeating of the ſame name, 
I/aiah.6.3.' Holy, holy; holy.” Lord God. of Hoſts , this 
ſomewhat hiddenly gives vs to vedeiſtand, thar God 
is onc in Effence;three in perſons. Orclſe in (euersil 
names, as ?/«lme 33 .6,Bythe word of the Lord were-the 
Heanens made, and all the Heits of them bythe breath of 
bu month: 'Þ he Lord, there is the Father: theword, 
there is the Sowne ; the breath of hu meuth., there isthe 
holy Ghoft: And the like isinthe 2. Sem.23, The Spirit 
of the Lord ſpake by me,6,The God of 1ſracl ſpake 0 me, 
tht lrengtbof ifraclſaid verſcy, : 5 

þ Sccondly , moreplainely, as when it is expreſſely 
ſaid, there are three perſons,as in the-1./0b» 5.7, There 
arethree which beare record in heauenghe Father , the 
Hord,and the holy Ghoſt, and theſe threeare one, And 

Mtth-2 8.19 .8avrtiaing them in the name of the Father, 
41d of the Sonne and of the boly Ghoſt, | 

The Ree/oxs are theſe(although there be no forcing 
Reaſons to cauſe it to be ſo; theſe being matters with- 
out cauſe, yerrkerearecertaine Reaſons to be giuen 
from the cfte or conſequent.) 

Firſt,/to diſtinguiſh the true -God, from all falſe 
gods intheworld ; the Turkes,and the Iewes,and the 
Heathen, belccuec in one God; bur to belecue in one 
God,three in Perſons, is peculiar to the EleQ,and is ſa- 
uing Faith,and true Religion, 

Secandly, to procure in vs agreater admiration of 
the Maieſty ot God, that wee mightrhe more admire 
and adore that which we leaſtapprehend. 

Thirdly, to fit our knowledge of his Maicſty to the 
ſundry adminiſtrations which hee doth exerciſeto- 
wards vs,as namely,the worke of Creation, Redemp- 


tion,SanRification,&c, 


— 
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Vſecr, 


Vſe.2. 


the Communion of the holy Ghoſt, be with you all, Amen : 


The vſes are theſe. Firſt, this teacheth vs to praiſe 
the goodneſſe obGod), that hath Þeene pleaſed (o to 
reneale himſelfe in his'word.: how would ourmindes 
wander in blinde vncertainties, & Idolatrous conceits 
in our praiers & meditations of God.,if he had not ſet 
vs down this Reſt in his word,8: foreucaled-himſelfe. 

Secondly., wee muſt ſovnderſtand and belecuein 
himthree in one, and one in three, diſtinQly, but in» 
ſeparably , let not the onebeate thee fromthe confi- 
detationof the three, nor letnotthe three beate thee 
from the conſideration-'of the one,1and without'thus 
farre vnderftanding/him, we cannorpoſhibly be ſatied, 
and withall ſtilll'obſerue theſe two. Rules : Firſt, that 
the Eflence of Godis wholly in cuery one of the per- 
ſons, asthe Reaſon, Will, and Memory is\allbut one 
Soule , andyeteuery one of 'theſe is the whole Soule, 
for that is indiuifible, and Ged is much more indiui- 
fible, and thereforethe whole Godhead is in euery 
one of the Perſons. Secondly ,-that there is no: jn- 
equality betwixt them 'in dignitie or -ſuperisritie, 
none of them is before, or after another , but as they 
arcall of oneand the ſame ſubſtance, fo are they all e- 

ual in power,dignity,& authoricy,fornothing can be 
Zober than Ged,and cuery one of them are God: 

Thirdly,then wee muſt ſo worſhip him , ler this.be 
your obieR in your Meditations, and fit your Faith 
to theſe and no other tenures, one God in ſubſtance, 
three in perſon ; and ſo we muſt.fir our Obedience ; 
and likewiſe in prayers and thankeſgiuings,according 
to the example 'of the Apoſtle Pan/, who mentions 
three perſons in prayer. 2.'Cor.13.13. The grace of our 
Lord leſus Chri#t ,. andthe loue of-God the Father , and 


and 


_ 
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andthismaketh againſt divers, as Sabelins , Hermgze- 
nes, Praxea Yagel.27 Hyper.10g. ' ' 


The third reſpet'thar we are to 'confider of God why they bee 
in, is in his attributes, or properties ; and firſt of their ines © 
name why they are ſo called, they are tearmed atrri= 
butes, becauſe they arc affirmed of Godin his word, 
and aſcribed direQly to him': Secondly,men and An- 
gels,Call the Creatures in their kinde,do freely yeeld 
him theſethings,and rhe honour of them, as his owne 
due.Thirdly.,it is nodiſparagement to God,but indeed 
his true honour,that ſuch things are ſpoken of him, 

Andthey arecalled Properties , becauſe they are wiy they toe 
peculiar tohis Maieſty, and areſo inhim,as that they #e4Froperties, 
are tot ſoirvany creature: Secondly, wee are to confi- 

der whattheſe properties ate, they arc hird to be de- 

fined, but God would not haue vs without the know- 

ledac of them, therefore wee will diuide them into 

their ſeueralirankes,and giue you Inſtances of the par- 


- 
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riculars: Bur firſt you-muſt take the deſcription of God | 
in his Attributes and Properties as inthe former. + | 
This conſidered, God is one ſpirituall ſubſtance, 

the Father, the Sonne, and the holy Ghoſt, 1.Eter- 

nall : 2,moſt Holy : 3. Almightie : 4. Mercifull, | 
5. doing exceeding well by his Children : Wee will 

now diſtinguiſh theſe Attributes intheir rankes, not ! 
as they bee in God , but according tothe ſtampes of (: 


them, asthey are found in vs, wee being the moſt ab- 
ſolute created and materiall Imageof God, that euer 
hee made: Chriſt is more the Image of God than we, 
but he is not meerely acreature; the Angels alſoare b 
more the Image of God than man, but they arc im-' i" 
materiall : we willtake the ſeuerall kindes of Proper- 2d 
ties. or Attributes,and giue you one Inftance in cuery . 

D 3 kinde, 


i 
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or attributes of 
God,ra:iked into 
fue 


FEY kinde, hat ſo the reſt may bee eſteemed by that, and 


that wee may auoid tediouſneſlſe: They may be redu- 
ccd to five heads: The firſt are ſuch as cavnot be ex- 
preſſed, but couertly vnder the name of his Effence ; 


The properties the ſecond may be called by the name of qualities and 
graces ;zthe third bythe name-of powers, -and facul- 


ties ; the fourth by the name of paſhons, and affei- 
ons , and the fitth may becalled by the name of aQti- 
ons anddoings. 

Firſt, thoſe that cannot bee expreſled but couertly, 
vnder the name of his Efence ; they are theſe ypure, 
{imple, indiuifible, onely one, infinite, eternall,and 
ſuch like : It is true that his other Attributes are his 
Eflenceroo,butthey may bec deſcribed to vs by other 
names, but cheſe cannot bee expreſſed but vnder the 
name of his Eſſence,and thereforetheſe may be called 
Gods Excellenciesor Singularities, becauſe they are 
in God, and cannor be in no meaſure in any thing elle; 
and if it were poſhble that theſe could be in any other 
Creature, they-mult bee the Eflence of the Creatare ; 
for whereſocuer ſuch things are, they are inthe E(- 
ſetice of the thing. If any Crearurebe eternall, it muſt 
be by his Eſſence ; but this cannot be, for nothing is c- 
ternall bur God onely. What is purc 2 The Angels are 
pure,but not as God. Whatis indiuiſible £ The Soule 
of man,burt not as God, for he is ſimply indiuilible. 

Thoſc inthe ſecond place are called by the name 
of qu3liries or graces,as holy,good,wiſe,true, faithful, 
iuſt,and iuch like, Bur you may ſay,aretheſe qualities 
and graces in God? Ianſwer, No ;bur they may bee 
called ſo, becauſe they are ſo in vs,and he dothqualific 
and grace vs with them : burthey are nor ſoin him, 
nothing isin him asa quality , nor a 

im 
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him,bur indeede he gives rhem grace,borh in himfelF, 
but eſpecially in vs ; but becauſe ſuchthings are-ſo in 
vs, they may be ſai! to be ſo in God onely-tor compa- 
riſon ſake, and for our vnderſtandings, 

In the third place or ranke, are thoſe that are called 
powers or faculties,as almightinetle, all-ſufficiencie, 
will, they be mattersof power,and theretore it is no 
diſparagement to God, ro haue them attributed ta 
him, all power being in and from him : theſe are in vs, 
butthey are limited, beſtowed, and recciued , in him 
they are originally, and of himſelfe. 

Inthe fourth place are thoſethatarecalled paſſions 
or affeftions,as loue,anger, mercifulneſle, 8& ſuch like. 
God is moſtfree from paſſion, ſo that this is the far- 
theſt ſtretcher phraſe ofall the reſt, yer ſuch things be- 
ing in God, 8 we hauing no fitter title to reduce them 
vnto, and becauſethey arc ſuch in vs, therefore wee 
may inmodeſty and reuerence attribute them to God. 
Itiserde that they are not in'vs, as they are in God, 
loue and mercy, &c. are not paſhons in God, (for to 
ſay ſo were blaſphemie) for hee is not moued as we 
be with paſſion in loving, but onely in reverence and 
:modeſty,and for DoQrineſake, we thus ſpeake. 

In the fifth ranke are thoſe that are called by the 


name ofaQtionsor doings, which proceede from ſuch _ 


propervies zas to loue, to will, to doe well by his, to 


- hatefinne,&c. which are alſo effentiallto God for - 


though ir cannot beſaid,thart Gods well doing by the 
"faichfull is his Eſſence; yetir is true that he doth well 
by them,inandby his Eſſeace. But there is a generall 
title for theſc inthe tourth place , and therefore wee 


willreſpite itrillthen,herc only we ſpeake of them as . 


theyareincidentto his third conſideration; that 15,as 


being 
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I.Inftance 
Eternall. 


2.Holy. 


3 
Almizbttc. 


4 
Mercifull, 


being attributes and properties,not as they are-workes 
exerciſed towards the creatures. | 3; 
Now tothe Definition ; we haue ſeene the ſeucrall 
rankes of theſe Attributes, the Inſtances are in the 
Definition, God isa Spirituall ſubſtance,the Father, 
the Sonne, andthe holy Ghoſt, Eternall, moſt holy, 
Almighty, Mercifull , doing exceeding well by his 
Children. Theſe Inſtances are to be opened & applicd 
to their ſeuerall rankes: And firſt ofthe farſt Inſtance, 

Eternall ; This.is of the firſt ranke, which.cannot be 
expreſſed but vader the name of Gods Eſſence, and is 
one of his {ingularities. Now that God is Eternall,is 
prooucd thus ; that which was before and-is after all, 
is Eternall, but God was before all, /a/.90.2.and hee 
is after all,?/alme 102.27, therefore he isEternall ; he 
is A/phs and Omegs, the firſt and the laſt, as it is in the 
Rexelation, This is the firſt ranke of Properties,8& can- 
not be expreſſed by a quality, or power,oraftion, and 
therefore it isexpreſt vaderthe name of his Eflence. 
This one Inſtance ſhall ſerue for all ofthat ſort. 

The ſecond Inſtaace,is moft holy,and this belongs 
to the ſecond rankeof Attributes, called qualities and 
graces, becauſetheyare ſuch-invs.' Now that God is 
moſt holy, is prooued, Exod.15.11, Who # like thee,ſs 
wonderfull or gloriows in holineſſe. om 

Therhird Inſtance, is Almighty, and belongs to 
the third ranke, called powers or faculties, That God 
is Almighty,is prooued, Ge#. 17.1. 1 em Godall-ſaffict- 
ent,or Almighty , To this referre his will, and other 
things which are powers and faculties in vs. + +. - 

The fourth Inſtance,is Merciful,that muſt be refer- 
red tothe fourth ranke, called paſſions and affeRions. 
That God is mgcifull, is prooued, Z/alme. 203.8. 
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The Lord is foll of compaſcion and mercie. _ "i 
The fifth Inſtance, doing exceeding well by his 
children, this isto be referred tothe fifth ranke,called 
aQions and doings. Now that God doth 
well by his Children,is prooucd,Geneſis.x5.1. 1am? 
exceeding greatreward. You ſeenow how the Defini- 
tion anſwers to therankes of Attributes or proper- 
tics, and herein what God is confideredin his Acttri- 
butes or properties, ) 
Now I would haue you obſerue, . thattheſe Inſtan- 
ces inthe Definition, are ſet downe in the higheſt de- 
gree; as Ecernall,moſt Holy, Almightie, 8c.to teach 
vs, that theſe Attributes are inthe higheſt degree that 
may be in God, j 
-- Now wecometo lay downecertainerules, wh 
by wee muſt be guided in the conſideration of theſe 


abſolute in God: Thirdly, they are allequalltoall che 
three Perſons, Fourthly they axeall incommunicable 
to the Creatures, 
Firſt, they arealleſſentiall to God, for in God is no 
accident atall ; for whatſocuer is in God, the ſame is 
God; ſo that theſe verie things which are found in 
God, the like whereofare found in vs ; as Holineſle, 
Wiſedome,&c.They are not in him by proportionto 
vs,ours rather are ſo called by fomeſlender proporti- 
on to his; bur they are truely, really, and eſſentially 
in him, ſothar they may be truely called the Eſſence 
of God. Butyouwill ſay, Ifcuery one of theſe bee 
his Eſſence, then hee hath many Eſſences? 1 anſwer, 
No, Alltheſcare but one in God, his Mercy is his Iu- 
Rice, and his Iuſtice is his Mcrcy , and cach archis 
————— Eflcnce, 
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Attributes or properties, and they are foure. Firſt, yon: _ 


> 6 nov ny pe iall to.God. Secondly, they are all Ge 
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Eſſence,onely they differ inour apprehenſion ; eucrie 
of them in Ao is one with the other, andall and 
eucry of them is one with his Efſence for hee hath 
but one Eſſence, and this though we cannot compre- 
hendir,yet itis ſo,and ſo we muſt belecue it. 0 
Secondly, they are all abſolute properties in God, 
ſol call them to diſtinguiſh them fromthoſe reſpe- 
Riue propertics, whereby cucry Perſon inthe Trini- 
tic hath his owne ſubſiſtence, which wee ſpake of-in 
the ſecond Deſcription of God , as to beger,tobe be- 
gotten, to proceede, theſe come not within this Rule, 
ome of theſe propertics are reſpeRiue tsthe Crea-» 
tures,as to doe well by the Faithfull, but theyare ab- 
ſolute in God. (la 
Thirdly, they areall cquall toall thethree Perſons, 
andalike affirmed of them all. The Father is Eternall, 
moſt Holy, Almighty, Merciful,doingexceeding well 
by his Children, The Sonne is Etcrnall, moſt Holy, 
Almighty, Mcrcifnll, doing exceeding- well by his 
Childten.And ſois the holy Ghoſt, Ecernall, &c. The 
reafon is, becauſe the three Perſons are but one Ef- 
ſence, and therefore can admit nodifference in things 
that are Eſlentiallto the Dininenaturein it ſelfe. 
Fourthly , thefe are all incommunicable to, the 
Creatures. The reſpeRiue properties were incommu- 
nicable tothe other Perſons : theſeare incommunica- 
bleto the Creatures; and ſome of theſe aremore in- 
communicable, and ſome lefſe , fome are ſoincome 
municable, that their very names cannot bee attribu- 
ted to the Creatures, much lefle the things,as-Eternal, 
Almighty, and ſuch like : ſome may in name, -but not 
mrhe thing : for they arc infinitely otherwiſe in God; 
2 lcaſt if che thing be attributed tothe Creature, yer 
] it 
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it is but in ſame ſmall ceſemblancevr roportion, not 
in that meaſure that they are inGod, tor they arc infi- 
| Nitely more in God; as Wiſedome at leaſt not ſuch 
or ſo muchia vs, asin God. And whereas happely 
ſome one oftheſe Attributes is in one Creature alone, 
and ſome in another, and that butin a ſlender meaſure 
. tog;they arealtogether in Godalone, and that inthe 

higheſt Degree : He a/0ne# good, Mat.19.17.and ovely 

wiſe, Row.16.27, and King of Kings,1. Tims, 15. And 
this is the reaſon why the Inſtances in the Definition 
are ſet down inthe higheſt Degree,as Almighty;moſt 
Holy,&c. 

Now for our further inſtrution, wee will gather Do#trine. 
from hence an obſcruation, andthatis this : That 
howſocuer God is moſt fingle and fimple in himfelfe, 
yethe is pleaſed tobee known and called by ſuch cer- 
taine Artributes, and properties, that do more plainly 
decipher him vnto vs. Exeds3. 34.6, The Lord , the 
Lord, ſlirong , mercifull. «nd raciqws, &e, Whenthe 
Lord would deſcribe himſclfe vato 449ſes, he thinkes 
it not enough to ſay, The Lord,the Lord, and ſo name 
himſelfe by his Title ;, but alſo cxplaines himſelfe by 
his Attributes, Srrong, wvercifall,coc. Firſt, the Title is 
ſet downe, that direAly points outthis SubieRtgwhich 
is God himſclfe, The Lord, the Lord: Secondly, the 
Attributes that are affirmed of or concerning this 
Subie&,Srrong merciful, c. And fo Pſal.103.1,2,3» 
My Sonle praiſe then the. Lord : there is the Subict - 
and then followes the things affirmed ofthis SubicQ, 
The forgineneſſe of ſinne , and the healing of infirmities, 
aSitis inthe Originall. 
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ſo reveales himſelfe. The Reaſons of the firſt ſort,that 

fach thirigs are in Godaretheſe : 900/46! 

' Firſt, becauſe wee finde the effeas of thern in'bis 
dealings towards vs, as of his Will, Power , Good- 
neſſe, &c. Andrherefore there muſt be ſuch things in 
Him which are the cauſes and fountain of ſuch efteRs, 

3 Secondly, many fuch thingsare found in the Crea- 
tures themſelues, and ſo as that they are the graceand 
tend to the perfetion of the Creature ; therefore 

muſt needes be ſo in God the Creator and maker, 
who hath endued them with theſe graces , for e!ſe the 


workemanfhip ſhould haue ſome graces, which the 
workeman hath not,which were abſurd. 


At 
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3 Thirdly, theſe things are eſpecially found in man, 
madeafter Gods owne Image, and therefore they are 
in God, the patterne that man was framed by , that ; 
muſt needes be inthe patterne; which is in that which 

was framed y it, 

Reaſons of te®s&= Thefſecond ſort of Reafons, that God hath ſore- 

God ſoreueakth-Uealed himfelfe, aretheſe: Firſt; for our weakeneſle, 

_  CGodtempersthereucaled knowledge of his Maicſic 
to our capacitic and vaderſtanding ; forthough ſuch 
things bee in God indeede, yet ma far moreexcellent | 
manner thati is or can'bee expreſſed , that whichis re- 
ucaled being but a ſhadow of thatbrightneſle and-ful- 

peſle which is inGod, to giue vsa glimpſe where wee 

cannot ſeethe cleecre light, | 

Secondly, -for our light and direQion indiſcerning | 
and making vſe ofthe workesof Ged, that fo when 


weſce the wicked puniſhed;andthe faithful preſerned, 
and things ſo. well ordered inthe gouerament of the 
world,we may lift vpour cies to God, 8 confider,and 
beleeue and admire his Iſtice MercyqSe Wiledame 

| c 
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The Vſes, Firſt, ſeeing God hath fo revealed hims Y/e.1. 
ſelfe vnto vs, we multicatne ſotovnderſtand him; 
ſdro beleeve'in hicn';:and foto worſhiphin, as on; 
that is Eternall, moſt Holy, Almighty;M ,doing 
excceding well by his Children. 'In ourptayers bur 
thoughts muſt'be —_ in a generalbextent toall 
theſe Attribures,' bur eſpecially'tothat which is moſt 
vſctul & ficting to our preſent parpoſe;as Dawi#didin 
the firſt of Sam.c49.17.45. when he was togoto fight 
with Ge/zh, he takes hold onthe power of God, and 
though he knew that God was iuſt and metcifall too, 
yet hetakes hold'of this Artribute., the'Lord of Ho#ts, 
as being moſt vſcful ro him for tharpreſent parpoſe : 
Aadſoifany man lack wiſedome, he muſtapprehend 
the wiſedomeof God, antnot his power, 8c. Bur: 
ſtiltbe ſurero haue rhe! Eye of thy Faith fixed onthe 
eſſentiall SubieR, thatis, God in three Perſons.” For 
happely ſome may thinke, that becauſe cuery of his 
Artriburesare his Efence ,. therefore: ſo, long as our 
thoughts are vpon any of theſe, it is well enough, wee 
may abftra& our minde from his Diuine being ; bur it 
isnotſo, forthe verie Heathen thought their-gods 
moſt holy, onely wiſe, 8c, but they did not conceiue 
him to be a Spiricuall efſence, ſubliſting in three Per- 
{ons-: Andtherefore ifthou'doeſt ſo, thou worſhi 
an Idoll of thine own braine, Therefore though all in 
God, both his Eſſence, and Attributes, betobe conſi- 
dered of with all reverence; yet neuer leauevurhis 
Eſſence whatſocuerthou docſt; yea if there could poſ- 
fibly bee any competition berwixthis Eſſence and his 
Attributes , that were more reuerendly to bee eftec- 
Secondly , this teacheth' vs, andisa very'plaine r/e,2. 
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nefſe being aſcribed vnto him, which arc peculiarro 
theEſſence of God, andare viterly incommunicable 
roany meere Creature. ' * '.. '/ | 

Thirdly, if wee haue any of theſe graces beſtowed 
ypon vs, wee muſt praiſe the Lord that hath given vs 
ſome reſemblance of his Majelty inour ſelues, though 
wee cannot reſemble his Eſſence, yer in qualities, 

owers, paſhons and aQions God is pleaſedto liken 
fimſelfe vato vs,ot rather vs vato himſclfe. 

« Fourthly, wee muſtacknowledge thatthoſe graces 
we have are from God, andthatheis the fountaine of 
the ſmall channels,and the originalland true patterne 
of thy counterfeits, and wee muſt ſeethat he hauethe 
honour,and theyſc ofthe... ': 7 


-  Efthly, labour to imitate ſuck things 23 God hath 


propounded himſclſe' a patterne and cxample-ynto 


vs,to come neere vato himby ; labour to bee holy, as 


_— holy,andto pr ern as _ is mercitull, 8 
riue to perfeQion, & cternity,and pureneſs(by pray- 
er,and good endeauour)andthough we cannor We 
to theſethings as they are in God, yetthere isa mea- 
ſure ofthem which God would haue vs to labour af- 
ter here, and which wee ſhall more fully inioy hereaf- 
ter, for Godschildren ſhall have a future eternity,?/a/, 
102.27,28. They ſhall flandfait for exer, We muſt la- 
bour to imitate God intheſethings;we being his chil- 
dren, andthen that which wee cannot attaine ta here, 
God hatha purpoſe hercafter,ſo farreasweare capa- 
ble of them,to,bring vs vnto, that ſo wee might bea 
more full,cleare,and lively of his owne Maie- 


Image 
ſty. And ſo much ofthe chirdrets , Which wee pra» 
p Losk® Now 


. poundto conſiderof Godin, ': ; 


proofe,thar Chriſt is God, Erernitic, and Almighti- - 
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Now followcs the tourth reſpeR, wherein weeate 
to confidet of God, in his Office ard Wotks. This i 
2 neceflary knowledge of God , and ſuch 'as giues 
great light to the knowledge of his Maieſtie, Rows, 

1.20, The iuniſible things of him,-that is; bid ternal 
power aud Goabead, are ſcene' in the Creative' of the 
world, being conſidered in his workes, &e. Markethe 
words, I ſay,his Office and Workes : for his Office is 
not anidle Title, as if he were to doe nothing, but to 
fit as a King in his Chaire of State, onely having an 
eye on all things, but notmedling with them : but 
Gods Office conſiſts in ation and working , and the 
workes he doth-are not vnneceſlary matters, that hee 
goth buſily thruſt himſelfe into,bat by yertne and 
Authority of his proper Office , that doth of right 
belong to him. It may ſeeme abſurdto ſer God to 
worke, or affigne any Office to him : for he that hath 
an Office or -worke to doe, feemes to bee tyediorhe 
doing of it : But God is a moſt free Agent, and net- 
theris, nor cati be tyed ro any thing. Tanſwer, Firſt, 
God takes this Office on himſelfe ; it is norlaid vpon 
him, 8& he hath ſo made himſelfe knowne in his word. 
Secondly, that he doth inthis Office, is notby- coti» 
ftraint, but of himfelfe ant! of his owne- pleafure, 
Thirdly, as it is of-himſelfe, ſo ir is for himſelfe, to 
magnitieandglotific his owne Maicſty thereby;'and 
therefore itmay be ſafely aſcribed ro him. 

Now we cometo frame a Deſcription of God in hi 
office and workes, Thus conſidered, God is the ma- 
ker, preſeruer, and doer of all things that arein the 
world. Firſt God is the Muker'; wee know thing! 
mulſthave a being; but they can 'Haue no being but 
from amaker that muſt giue them their being , þ on 
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make ſomething of ſomething, as a Carpenter if hee 
hauc wood: cat make an Image of it: but|to make 
ſomethingof nothing, this is 'peculiar to God, whe 
Calls i the things thatare not, as ifthey were, Row, 4. 
I7. : Now this isgenerall, for God is not onely the 
maker, butthe maker of all things, <4. 14.15; The 
lining God which made Heanen andearth,' and the Sea, 
and all things that are inthem,1/a.4.4.24.1amthe Lord 
that made all things, © T 4 
.; The ſecond point inthe Deſcription is, that Gad 
is the preſeraer ot all things. When things bauea be- 
ing, they muſt have a maintainerof;their being ©: for 
they.cannot maintainethemſclues, and who ſhould 
preſcrue and maintaine them, bur he that made them £ 
who ſhould nouriſhand maintaine the childe, but the 
fathcr ofthe childe £ Now .Godis tbe Rrheralian 
world by. Creation : who then ſhould preſerue a 
maintaine it but hee ? wee muſt not imagine that God 
1S aSan vanaturall father, to beget children and not to 
prouide for the keeping of them : butas he wroughe 
in making them, ſo hee workes ſtill in. prouiding for 
tc, According tothe ſaying of our Sauiour Chriſt, 
Jobn 5.17. My Father worketh hitherto , and 1worke, 
And this is generalltoo, he preſerucs and maiotaines 
5 py P/alwe 145 15. The ces of all waite pon 
FHec., and then gineit them their meate in due [caſon, 
AdI7.25, Hegineshife and breath and alt to all things. 
| | g "7: 2" 


Heb. 1.2, 3- Þy whom bee made the 
wp all things by bis mightie hand . 
- Thirdly ,Hee is #he aver ,The Creatures when they 
hauca beiag,haue certaine ARions to performe,and 
certaine cuentsto fall ypon them,which follow ypon 
their makingand preſeruing, and things thatare yo- 
luntary in men and Angels, muſt hauea worker and 
doer, and who ſhall dare ro docaniething in,or with, 
or by the creatures, but hee that made them,and doth 
preſcrue them? P/a. 135.6, #harſdever. plesſeth the 
Lord, that did hein beanen, andin earth,” and in the 
See, and in all depthes : yeathe deſtrution of the 
creature is of him too,which is ncither referred to his 
Creation nor Preſeruation, but to the -Ations' of 
God; hee is the doer of it,. Jaich.g5.7.7 forme the 
light, «nd create darkeneſſe, Imake peace and create euil, 
I the Lord doe all theſe things . Andthis is generall too, 
Pſal.145.15. Afts, 17.25. Hee giueth ts aff life, and 
breath, and all things . | 
Of «tt things, ſaith the Deſcription.So it is ſaid, 
Colofſ. 1.16. By him were off _ created, which are 
in heexen and in carth, things s viſible and inuiſible, whe- 
ther they bee Thrones, or Dominions, or Principalitics, 
or Powers, all things were created by him and for him, 
where henameth the greateſt and excellenteſt,and {o 
ncceſſarily includes al! the reſt ofthe Creatures,good 
; or bad, profitable or hurtfull to vs, great or little, 
high or low: for what can challenge exemption from Pfing-uece 
Cods hands ? Hee made all things,and hee preſerues 
all things,6cc. but this is ſhewed 1n the ſcuerall heads 
before,and if wee ſhould goeto particulars , and aske 
cuery creature,it would anſwer for God,1#b.12.7,8,9, 
Ake now the Beafts, and they fbukt teach thee , and the 
F foutes 
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fonles of the Heanen, and they fhall tell thee ; or ſpeake to 
the earth, andit ſhall ſhewthee, or to the fiſbes of the 
Sea,andthey ſball declare onto thee; who is ſo ignorant of® 
all thiſe, but that the hand of the Lord hath made theſe? 
In the laſt place : that are in the word; ſo faith the 
Apoſtle, 4s. 17.24. Hee gineth to all life and breath 
and all good things , And,P/al.139.7,8,9.whither ſh, i 
1 goe from thy Spirit ? or Whither ſhall 1 flee from thy 
preſence ? ec. See this alſo intheparticulars, If wee 
looke vp to _Meezen, Gods will is done in Heanes, 
Math.6.to.If wee looketo the 4yre, God' feedeth 
the foules of the Ayre,Math.6.26. If into the Zareh, 
God cauſeth the Lillies to grow, and cloatheth the 


oraſle of the field, 444th,6.30. If intothe Seg, his ' 


way is in the Sea," aud bis pathes in the great depth, 


Pſal.77.19. Yeain Hell it (clfe God hathto doe, 1” 
1 lay mee downe in hell, thou art there . Whitherfocuer 


a man go.all isinGods hands. 
By this you ſee whatthe office of Gods, namely in 
aword, It is his proutdence; vnder which onename 


is fitly comprehended euery one of the workes that: 


God doth exerci{etowards the creatures. It is fitteſt 


to be handled by way of obferuation, but beforcT 


come to that, I will here adde; for 'our better vnder- 
ſtanding, certaine circumſtances to beeconſidered : 


The firſt is concerningthe mannerof Gods working; 


and the ſecond cencerning the endof his working. 


Firſt;for the manner of his working ; It is' done 


firſt by his owne hand. /fa. 44. 24. Th*s ſaith the 


Lordthat hath ſpread out the heavens aloneand flretched 
out the Earth by my ſelfe, Pſal.8.3, and P/al,3 3.6. But: 


you wHl ſay, doth God vie meanes'? orthe mini- 
ſftery of. fecoand cauſesto. worke by *: It is: true that 
ſomec-. 
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ſometimes, yea ordinarily Ged doth ſo, yct that is 
done by God too, Math, 5.45. The Suwnc ſhines, and 
the raine falles and makes the earth freitfebl: is it not 
God that cauſeth the Sunneto ſhine, and the Raine 
to fall, whereby theearth is made fruitfull :. So ill 
it is God that deth it, For,firſt hee gives the meanes: 
Secondly, hee enables them, and Dleſieth, and ens 
rules thern,ſo that theſe meanes are no ſmall part of 
his prouidence : And thirdly, oftentimes hee puts 
by the meanes, and workes without meanes, and 
ſometimes againſt meanes; but if hee doe vſc meanes, 
yetitis doneby his owne handand prouidence too : 
Secondly, inthe manner of his working, as hee doth 
it by his owne hand, ſo hee doth it according to his 
owne will, Eph.4.11. #bich worketh all things after 
the Counſell of his owne wiſt;hee is neither forced by 
anie, nor taught by anic, neither doth hee frame his 
courſes according tothat the creatures miniſter vato 
him, but according tothat which hee miniſters vnto 
them : when hee ſaues the Ele, doth hee frame 
them to ſaluation for their owne holineſſe ? No, but 
becauſe hee hath choſen them of his owne will to 
holineſle, therefore hee ſaues them. 
The ſecond thing to bee Fonſidered, is.the end of 
his working, and that is firſt and chiefely for his 
owneglory : ſecondly, forthe good of his Church , 
for his owne glory, ſo ſaith S«/qmen, Hee bath made all 
things for bimſelfe, Prox.16.4.Some in mercie,ſome 
in juſtice, all in wiſedome andgreat power.Secondly 
with an eſpeciall ayme and cycat the good of his 
_Church and children. 1. Tiw.4.10. Gods the ſanioar 
of all men, ſpecially of them thas beleeve, Rom.s. 28. 
All things worke together for the beſt wnts thoſe that 
2 arc 
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arc his, and who ſets them -on worke but God ? So 
yee ſee the mannerand the end of Gods working . - 

Now we come tothe obſeruation,and thar is this : 
The prouidence of God doth manage allthe buſt- 
neſſes in the world whatſocuer . The matter is ſuſfi- 
ciently cleared before; Adde that inthe Heb, i. 3. 
Bearing wp all things with bis mightie word, where the 
word fignifies ing or carrying by the word of 
his power, that is, his powerfull or effeQtuall word, 

I will define vato- you what Gods providence is 
Gods prouidence is his cternall decree, touching the 
being,and ftate,and ends of all things, and theexe- 
cution ofthe ſame in making,ruling,and — all 

accordingly . This Deſcription is ſomewhat 
hard, butI will giue you aplace ortwo of Scripture 
ſhall make it cleere. Row. I x, laſt verſe, For of him , 
and through him, and for himare all things, &c. Of 
him, as he woos. Fr makerand giuer of , How toall 
things : #hrough hims,as he being the Ruler and Main- 
tainer of their ſtate: and: for him, as he being the diſ- 
poſer of them to ſucheffeAs and ends as beft plea- 
feth him , «re «f things, that is,all things that cuer 
were,are,or ſhallbe ; And ſoitis of man, 445.17. 
28, In him wee line, a ,ond hence onrnibeing: wee 
haue our being in him,as hee making vs; ſo we live in 
him as he maintaining and vpholding our eſtate ; and 
wee wooxe im-him, (motion 15 2 progreflion to ſome 
endor terme) as he difpoſtngof vs, and all our cour- 
fes to the ends by him determined . So: you ſee the 
execution of Gods pronidence inthe being, ſtarc,and 
end ofall things . Bur you will ſay, where is his De- 
: In 4% 17, 26, The Apo- 


Rle ſaith, 75a: God made of one blood af —_ » 
well 
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amell pon aft the fixe of thiearth, andbuth uſcrancd 
the ſtoſons whith were ordeintd btfort; and ihe bound: 
of their Habitation: If God ##darweii the times and , 
ſeaſons before, then confequemtly all things done 
within the compaſſe of theſe tines 5 So now you ſee 
the whole Definition/prooted/ © 11 7! 
x Many things may be referred to Gods providence. 
We will reduce the wholemultitude of things admi- 
niſtred by his prouidence, to theſe two generall 
heads, Firſt, the preſent eſtate of the wotldectermi- 
ned before, but executed from the firſt houre of the 
worlds creation, to the laſt houre of the worlds dif- 
folution.. Secondly, the etcrnall eſtate of men, and 
Angels,decreed beforethe worlds beginning,atid to 
be executedtothe full afterthe wotldsQiffolntion . 
The workes that God performes inthe- Admini- 
ſtration of the preſent ſtate of the World, are Creati- 
on, Redemption, SanQihcation, withtheir 'conſe- 
quents, oppoſites, ati#2ppurtenatices'thereto, as ma- 
king,preſeruing,increafthg, changing deſtroying, &ec.. 
D<ftruQion is an oppoſirets Creation, and is to bee 
referred to Creation: for comraries muſt be referred 
to one andthe ſameend * theſe are common to all 
men, and generally, to all the creatures iti fenſe' of 
diſtribution, that is, wharfoeuer is preſerned or dee 
troyed, &c. itis done by God . The fecond worke- 
is Redemption,and the confequents, oppoſites, and 
appurtenancesrhereof, as Tuſtification, Delinerance 
from finne, and all cuifh, querenus mals: and leaving 
many in the dregsof their finnes, andthis by way of 
affirmation onely to: the farthfull, 'bur denied to the 
wicked: the faithfulthane Iuſtification, &c: the wic- 
kedarcnortluſttfied, &c. The third worke is Sani- 
| Þ 3 fication: 
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fication withthe conſequents, oppoſites, and appur- 

renances thereof,as calling, cenuerting, teaching; 
. comforting; training vp by bleſſings, iudgements, 
Word,Sactaments,and good motions:and theſealſo 
by way of-affirmation of the fairhfull, but denied of k 
the reſt . But you will ſay, how, can;weebririg Adews | 
Fallwithinohe c alc of; Gods prouidence * Yes, 
yerie well; For God,that he might bring good out of 
-euill, ſuffered Ademto fall,notthat he did mooue him 
tocuill,or puganiceyill. intg, tim, butonelyordered 
and dilpalen;pt that cull for goed. Andrhus anic 
thing within the compaſle of the preſent ſtate of 
the worlds, being, may bereferred to one of theſe 
Heads... in fo 5363 255% 2 | 
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-Now,weecometothe ſecond generall head, the 
etcrnall cſtatreof menand Angels, decreed before the * 
worlds beginning, and to be executedto the full after 
the worlds diflglution. Theworkes that are:to be re- 
ferred hither, axe firſt Gods Necree,Predeftination in 
generall,inſpeciall,Eletianof the Faithfull, Repro- 
bation.of the wicked. Secondly, the execution ofit , 
Saluationtothe Choſen , Damaoation of the Repro- 
bate. Thus you ſec alſo what the cternall ſtate of men 
and Angelsis.. , 
Reeſont, The Reaſons ofthe point are theſe : Firſt, either 
the Creatures muſt be of themſelues (andthen there 
ſhall bee no difference nor order inthings ; for cucric | 
thing would be beſt,if-they were ia their own power) 
or elſe they muſt be of ſome other, and that either in- 
feriour or cquail(both which are againſt the nature of 
foucrnmenr) or ſuperiour, and then whence is that 2 
.butfrom an higher,and ſotherewill be noreſttillwe . 
come to God the higheſt ofall, and Sonfequentiy, be 
a 
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ſhall beethe docr of ll, exien as'the *fit(t wheclein "78 
Clocks ſets all the otheroff workey) =o hm Ns 
Secondly, Tall rhings-ifi the world benartnan 
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by Gods prouidence,it is either becauſe he cannort;zor 
becauſe he will nor,or becauſe heneed not;orelſc be-. 
cauſe hee may not dee it To fay hee canner detiutts : 
from his power, and' wiſedome; heeſhouldnoibee- 
Almightie, and onely wiſe, if hee ſhould 'make the 
world and<ould not tell how tegouerneit* orto ſay 
he wil not ;that dettaAs ffom his Goodnefle (for ſhall: 
God hane ſo muchy and noc/impart any:chinprohis! 
Creatures ; and from his wifedome, forheis vnwiſe: 
that may doe good-andwill aot's or.to ſay heeneed: 
fot ; then God is nor all-ſufficient,the Creatyresbe= 
ingſdfficientof themſclues: or'toiſay beciinay nor 3! 
this detradts from his abſolute: Aurhoritiey and cotm- 
_ ouer the Creatures, rodo-whatſdcucrhecplea- 
"Thirdly; If Gods prenidence:did'\notmanagealt 
things, chi there would follow an vtter torifaſion oÞ Reg/on 33 
all, partly by the inſufficiencie of the Creatutesthem< 
ſclues ;-ſpecally by mans peremtorineſſe,” and: the 
- Devils malice; butthatthe. Lord (whois the Godoof 

OH keepes- allwithintheir. bounds preſcribedts! 
tnacem | NN otbs.. | 
The Vſes aretheſe : Firſt doth Gods prouidence-z/ ,, 
manage all things in the world ;-then labour. ro dif- 
cerne and acknowledge: Gods:prouidence {in cuecric: 
thing,and- whatſocuer-is done inthe 'world ſet this: 
Seale ypon it, This is the Lords doing ; exempt nothing 
from it. What are caſuall things the Lords doing 2 
Yeathey are the Lords doing too y a5 wee may ſee im,, 
Exodss.21.1:3-compared with Dexter, 19.5: Where it zanch, 457, 

is 
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' hor where it ſhall light . Soia Lots, nothing are ſo 


Pers, 


FL {aid,thatif one man kill another Vnawarcs,that tbe 
Lord offered bim into his bends. And fo.in wWarres 
ena @; God ſends the viRtoric, direRing eueric 


caſuall as they,and yet the whole diſpoſition ofthem 

15 ofthe Lord, Prou.16.33. Sothat there is nothing 

caluall in'reſpeRof God, but only in reſpeR of ys. 1n 

the ſecond place it may be ſaid, what (ay you to mans 

will thens If Gods prouidence rule ouer all things, 

then man hath not freedom, ro will 7: Yes, he hath, 

Gods prouidence only rules and orders:the will, and 

not conftraine it, Prov.2 1.1. The Kings heart is im the 

hand of the Lord, «s the Rivers of waters, hee tarneth it 
whitherſoeaer hee will, and P/almert39c1 Thirdly, in 

finocir ſelfe God hath a hand init,in reſpeR of rhe 
Adtion,thongh not inreſpeR of the euill of the Aﬀti-" 
on , as in murther, the mouing of the hand in pulling 
forth the Knife,is from God, but the {inne is fromthe 
Creature. Laſtly,Starres,and all ſecond catiſes, yea, 
the Angels themſelucsare meetcly-Godsinſtruments, 
heis the firſt cauſe and doer of all. 

Scondly, we muſt magnific Gods geodneſſe in re- 
ſpe@ of his prouidenceouer all his creatures,that hee 
bcing ſo great a God ſhould vouchſafe torule andidil- 
poſetof all rhings,eſpecially for hjs care and proui- 
gence ouerman, but moſt eſpecially ouer bis Church 
and children, whofe ſeruants hee makes all things in 
tha world to be,and therefore we ſhould ſay with De- 
wid, P/al. 8.4. Lordwhatis man,that thes art ſo mind- 
full of hims ? cc. 'W hat is man that thou ſhouldeſt make 
all things for him, and cauſe the wheele of the whole 
world toturne about for the good of thy children! 

Thirdly, diſtinguiſh God hereby fromall gods or 

. competitors 
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competitors whatſoeuer, and ſay with David, 2/al. 
86. 8. Among che poas there ts none like thee th Lord, 
and there is none can doc like thyworkes ;, as whoſhould 
ſay,if they be Gods, letthem make the world,and rule 
the ſea, 'and then we will belecue in them : But wee 
ſhall finde them all like 844, 1.Ki»g.18,24.26,8c, not 
able to doe any thing. _ es 

Fourthly, then-inall chings waite on Gods proni- 
dence; In want call to him, in abundance praiſe him : 
in good daies and euill dayes, in.mercies and iudge- 
ments, for ipirituall and cemporallthings,C/f thy care 
wper the Lord, and hee ſball nouriſh thee, Pſalm. 5 5.22, 
Commit thy way unitothe Lord,and tru#t in him,axd hee 
ſhalt bring ut v0 peſſe,tjal.37.5.and in all things pray 
vato Godtobe directed by his prouidence, and that 
he willdiſpoſe and order ofall things that befallthee, 
for thy good : In allition,pouerty,fickeneſle 8&c.ſuf- 
fer it in obedience vato God, conſidering it is his 
hand.It we were not perſwaded itwere GodSHand; it 
would kill our harts: but ſeeing that it is his hand that 
diſpoſeth all things for our good, let vs beare itwith 
patience; for God will not ſuffer the righteons to fall 
for ever, but he will raiſe him vp againe, and rake all 
things worke for hisgood,  - : | 

Laſtly, this is ſingular comfort for all Gods chil- 
dren: all things are theirs(itthey be Chriſts)whether 
the world,or life, things preſent, as all good here, or 
thingsto-come, asall good hcreaftcr, they are all 
theirsg1.Cor.3.2 1224238 
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Of Goo, of Curtsr. 
The ſecond Queftion, 


. Vpon 


- «Dobn 1. I4. 
The Word was made Fiſh, exc. 


Anſyyere, 


Jl remaines now that by the afliſtance of 
2] Gods Spirit We proceedeto the ſecond, ; 
the Incarnation of Chriſt: and | 
by way of eſtion, or Propoſi- 
e Texrin John I.14+« The word was 
- Then the Queſtion is, What is meant 
» Tho Word was made Fleſh þ +: "<V 


Firſt, 
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Firft; for the conuenieticy' of this' queſtion with 

the former : for' howſocuer happely there was no 
ſuchthing intended and aimedart direaly by you in 
propounding the queſtion , yet theall-ſecing wiſe- 
dome and prouidence of God hath ouer-ruled your 
thoughts, and graciouſly direfted your choice for 
ſuch a ſecond queſtion, as hath a ſweete conneniency 
andagreement with the former, and thatin many re- 
ſpeats. Forfirſt, this doth naturally enſue vpon the 
former, as the ſpeciall iſſues from the 'generall : ſe- 
condly, they giue mutuall light tothe vnderſtandivg 
each of the other. Thirdly, onewithout the helpe 
of the other is vnprofitable. 

Firſt, this iſſues from the other , asa ſpeciall from 
the generall : The generall Dorine concerning God 
being handled inthe firſt place, it followes conſe- 
quently, that the ſpeciall DoQrine concerning the 
Sonne of God bee handled in the next place. Aﬀeer 
that wee haue learned that God is one in Subſtance, 
but three in perſon, the Father, Sonne, and holy 
Ghoſt, the next thing we would know,is this : which 
of theſe three perſons waschiefely imployed in the 
worke of our Redemptios : 'and when we findeitto be 
the ſecond Perſon,namely; the Sonhe of God; with- 
all wedefire to know how hee wasqualified and fitted 
forthis bufineſſe, namely, by his Incarnation , and 
thus we fall firly vpon the poinit- Secondly, they give 
mutualllight tothe vnderſtanding of cach other,” the 
former, ro this ;and this to the former. The former” 
to this: for ſceing Chriſt was God before he was In- 
catnate we cannot: well ynderſtand the Incarnation, 
oxbejir allo webewell ioftruded eonching the God- 
head,. Solikewilſe this MY tothe former; br 
Kh 2 rAC 


notonely in C 
nate ; but alſo 
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iudgement, and neither acceptableto God, nor pro- 
rableto our ſelues. To belecue that withont this, is 
like agood foundation without a building, which is 
vaine ; onthe other fideto belceue this withour thar, 
is like a building without a foundation, altogether vn- 
profitable. And therefore it falls out fitly, that af- 
ter wee haue ſpoken of the firſt queſtion;, namely, 
That God is one in Eſſence, and threein Perſons; 
that now we come to ſpeake of this, namely, How the 
ſecond Perſon the Ward, was made fleſh, 

The ſecend generall point to bee premiſed is this, 
namely, the difficulty of the thing in ir ſelfe, Ir is a © oop bonne 


miracles in this 


deepe ſecret, hardly to be attained vnto, according to. Myfric,faith 
that 1 h 6 With , Bernard,” num 
at 1n the 1.T777.3.16. Without controuer ſie great 1s zdemque opus 


the myitery of godlineſſe,. God manifeſted in the fleſh, ®iſcricordia & 


| . . . tuflitia,une ea 
Iſpeake not this to diſmay you, but to incourage deinque perſon 


and quicken you, the more bufily to ſer your ſelues «ws & tome, 


about to finde it out , ſo farre as itis reucaled. in the 7. ——_— 
®* ®. PF 
word : for ſo will euery ingenuous man doe, the har- & ti-go,vnm 


dertheworke is which he is: to performe, the more idemqze flue, * 
earneſtly, and eagerly will he labour inthe perfor- *77* % © 


TWp,V us b- 


mance of it. 1t is verie dificult : for firſt Nature denies demque + i- 


it, that God ſhould become man, heaucn, andearth 70% index. 


meete together in one 3 the immortall word become © 


mortall fleſh; that an infinite nature and a finite 
ſhould line together in one perſon; how. canthis bee 
done, ſaith Nature? ; how cats man-comprehendit? 
So Nature denies it, and faith it cannot bee withouta 
miſerable coutuſion of Heawes and Earth together . 
Secondly, Reaſon ſcoffesat it as a fable, as impoſſible 
to. bee done; and incredibleto' bee ſpoken. Thirdly, 
Religion, abborres it ; 1ay; allthe;Religionsin the 
world, abhorre it, except our a p yea,. 
OITE. 
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abhorce iras a blaſphemousand monſtrous impietie 
rhen it muſt needes bee a difficult thing, thatrallthe 
world, Twrkes, and ewes, and Heathen ſtumble ar. 
Butyou will ſay,what is ro bee done then, ſceing ir is 
ſach a difficult thing 2 I ſay, A true ſauing faith 
aſcendes aboue Nature, and aboue Reaſon, and aboue 
all other Religions in the world whatſocuer, and 
breakes through all the difficulties that oppoſe a- 
gainſt it,and ſtands inher way ; and becauſe God faith 
it,ſhe ſurely belceues it, as an vndoubred Truth, and 
{ſweetly imbraceth it,as the moſt pleaſing obieR that 
cuer it can take hold vpon, So wee ſee the difficultic 
of it in it ſelfe, 

' The Third generall point is the neceſſicie of itto be 
knowne. It is ſo hecefliric, as that without this know- 
ledge of Chriſts Incarnation, there is nolife tobceat- 
tained, r./o#bn.5.12.Hee that hath that Sonne hath that 
life, and hee that hath not that Sowne of God, hath not 

life : thatis, hee hathnopart in God, nor in anie of his 
mercies, beleeue, profeſle, pratiſe, whatſocuer clſe 
hee will or can, without this, all is nothing. Nay hee is 
ſo farre from hauing life, as that hee that doth not 
know and beleenethis, is condemned already, /oþ7.3. 
18.36. Hee that beleenes not is condemned already, be- 
cauſe bee beleeneth not inthe name of that onely begotten 
Sowne of God : and verſe 36. The wrath of Godabideth 
on him. Yea, butis it not ſufficient that wee beleeue 
in one God, vnleſſe alſo wee beleeuc in C-riſ#? No, 
it isnot. Our Sauiour ſaith, /ohw 14.1 Tee beleene in 
Goa, belcene alſd in mee, The Iewes and the Turkes 
belecue in God: but becauſe they belecue not in 7e- 


4%; Chrift they hate no life, but thewrath of 'God a- 


The 
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The fourth and the laſt general point to beepremi- | 
ſed, is, the benefit of it, whenit is rightly knowne, - 
Inflification. Eſa. 53.11, By his knowledge, ſhall my 
righteons Seruant Inſtifie many : Aſſurance of Saluati- 
on and life, 1.Toh.5. 12, Hee that hath the Sonne, hath 
life: and 1.lohn 3.18-36. Hee that beleeueth in him, 
is not condemned, and be that beleexeth in the Soune hath 
euerlaſling life:yeathis verie knowledge is eternal life, 
Ioh. 17.3. This is eternall life to know thee to be the onc- 
ty very God, and whom thouhaſt fent Teſws Chriſt; that 
is, to know this rightly and truely is eternall life, now 
God begins to liuc in our hearts by Chriſt. The be- 
nefits may bee ſet downe to bee two; Firſt, freedome 
from all euill that may hurt vs, as Sinne, Sathari, Hell, 
Death, Damnation : Secondly, a iuft right and title 
toandin God himſelfe, and 'inall his promiſes and 
comforts whatſocuer , For the further illuſtration. 
hereof, I will giue you aftmilitudein generall rothis 
point, and that ſhall bee taken froma man free of rhis 
Citie . A man that doth not belecue neicher in God, 
norin Chriſt, heis like vato a forraigner that neuer 
came within the gates of the Citic ; and therefore hee 
harh'no part in ir, but is cleane ſhut our. In the fe- 
cond place, hee that belecues God, andthe generall 
DoRrine concerning God, that heeis one in Eflence, 
three in Perſons, and belecucs not the Incarnation of 
Chriſt , islike to him that comes to the Citic,and 
puts! himſelfe Apprentice, but feruesnor outhis time, 
and ſo neuer comes to bee afree-man : But in the 
third place, hee thatcomes to beleeue that God is one 
in Effence, and three in Perſons, and belcenes alſo the 
Incarnation of Chriſt, thar God was made man, the 
word made ficth, and applies itto himſelfe - 


Of God, of Chriſt. 


liketo him that is made free of the Citie , hee 1s a 
right anda truc free-man of thenew Hzeru/atem: the 
Sonne of God hath made him free, and therefore hee 
is free indeede, oh» 8. 36, And ſo much forthe foure 
oenerall points premiſed. 

Now weedeſcend in the ſecond place, tothe parti- 
cular handling of the queſtion : wherein I propound 
theſe foure generall points to bee handled, which the 
words in thetext leade meeto, and as they are there 
laid downe. The firſt is concerning Chriſts Godhead 
by. it ſelfe, the word, cc. for this is firſt herein the or- 
derof the words, and firſt in natnre too. The ſecond 
is concerning the manhood by itſelfe, was made fieſb, 
&c. The third is concerning the Godhead and the 
Manhood together, which wee call Chriſts Incarna- 
tion, was made, cc. The fourth is concerning the 
time or ſeaſon wherein this was done. 

Firſt, concerning the Godhead by it ſelfe : for that 
as I ſaid, is firſt in the order of the words, and firft in 
nature too, for hee was God before he was made man, 
and therefore firſt of that. And here are to bee hand- 
led theſe two points. Firſt, whe it was that was made 
fleſh, the Ferd: Secondly, of the Title it ſelfe, word. 
Firſt, who it is that is here ſpoken of, that was made 
fleſh: Itis ſpoken of teſus Chriſt the Sonne of God, 
the ſecond Perſon, for ſo the circumſtances of the 
Text make it cleare. For firſt it is Hee by whom the 
wotld was made, wer/e, 3.and that is Chri/# Jeſus the 
Soure of Goa, for by him were all things made, which 
arcin Heeaew, and whicharc in the Earth, &c. Col, 1, 
14.16.Itis bethatis ſaid to bee that true Liohr,ver/e 9. 
bur »h0 is'that; bur ever Jeſws Chrift that lightenerh 
every one that commeth into the world ? 1oh, 8. 12. 

1t 
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It is he that came amongſt his owne, and his owne re. 
cciued him not, verſe. 12.and that was Jeſu Chriſt, 

Add, 3.13.14. But yee dewied the holy one awd the Tuſt. 

&c. And inrhe 17. and 18.verſes hec is called leſs 

Chriſt, and the onely begotten Sonne of God. So yee {ee 
the circumſtances of the text prooue it to bee Teſus 

Cliriſtthe ſecond Perfon,of whom this is ſpoken;che 

word was made fieſb : And alſo you ſee hee isTo called 

in plaine words: And ſo much of the Perſon of 
whom. it 15 ſpoken; Now: followes the Tirle, The 

word: which-ſome expound ther Wiſedome;, for the 

originall may beare either; and either of them a- 

orees with the Perſon of Chriſt ; ſohee is called in 

Pros, $.22. Manic other Titles are ginento him here 

and elſewhere. Inthis Chaprer, heeis called Zi/e, 

Light, Lambe of God, {o he is called Jeſus, Math. 1. 21. 

Chriſt, Luke. 2.1 1..the Sonnet of God, Luke.1.35. the 

Sonne of man, Math- 9.6. The Soune of Dauid. Math . 

I.1. The Sennc of Mary, Luke. 1.94. Emenxet, Ia. 7. 
14. Mediator,1. Tim. 2.5. High Preift,, Heb: 5.1. 

Some of theſearcafiirmed of his Natures : ſome of 

his Offices: andall of them are full of profirable in- 
fruction fitting him well, and giuen him vpon good 

conſideration. But this:Title word is as honourable 

as any, and as pregnant for ſignification. 

And here you muſt firſt vnderſtand the generall 
things intendedin this Title, word. Secondly,the 
particular reaſons: why heis ſoccalled': For the'firſt, 
the generall things intended in this Title, they are 
rwo : Firſt;that Chrift is:perfe&t God, obs. 1.7 bet 
ord was God:Secondly, that hee is the ſecond: Per- 
ſomin the Trivitic; 1.Jobs. 5-71 Apdzbere aretbree that 


H holy 


beere vicord ini heaucn; the: Eukhur, theword, andthe 


_ 
PRI— —y F3 


" - K R 
4 - 


- . - 
4 * +4 _ OI 3 OCR 
md ——_. Al —_— —— 


"Of Godyof Chriſt 


D813. 


holy Ghoſt ; If hee had ſaid, God was madefleſh, ir 
might haue beene vnderſtood of anie Perſon inthe 
Trinitie: for though the word bee God, werfet. yer 
hee ſaith not, God, but theword was made fleſh , pur- 
poſely ſingling outthe ſecond Perſon: And ſo much 
forthe generall intendment ofthe Title, Secondly, 
the particular reaſons why hee is ſo called, and that is 
intheſe reſpeRs. Firſt inreſpe@ of God the Father: 
ſecondly, in reſpec of the creatures : and thirdly, in 
reſpetofthe fairhfull. Firft,in reſpeR of the Father, 


for as the Word is the expreſſe Image and picture of 


the mind, Sois Chrift the expreſle Image and pi- 
Rare of his Father : So likewiſe as the mind begets 
the Word,ſothe Father begets the Sonne : And as 
the Word reucales the mind, ſo' the Sonne reueales 
the Father to vs. Secondly, hee is ſo called inreſpett 
ofthe Creatures : for God -.made all things by bis 
word, P/al.33.6. and Chriſt being he by whom al 
things were made, John 1.3. Thirdly, he isſo called 
ip reſpect of the faithfull:for they know nothing-con- 
cerningthe Father, nor of matters of ſaluation, bur” 
what Chriſt reueales vnto them: all the lightch 
haue bercin is from him, hee is the ſubſtantiall word 
ofthe Father, that declares his will vnto vs, 7oh.1 8. 
and what is the manifeſtation. of the ſecrets: of the 
heart, but the word* | 
Wee will draw this into an obſeruation, that ſo it 
may bee the more profitable vato vs, and the 'obferua- 
£10n is this: >! Bs F 
Teſus Chriſtthe Mediatour is perfe&t God, the ſe- 
cond Perfon of the blefſed Trinitie, the revealing 
wordof his Fathers will, in alltnatters ef: Saluativn, - 
before, in, and after his Incarnation. That heeis per-+ = 
| __ fe& 
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fet Godis prooucd thus ; firſt becauſehe is fo called. 
Ilohs 5.20.This# verie God: and CAA; 20,28, God 
purchaſed his Charch with his blood. Secondly, his 
workes proouec him tobee God, Hee forgiues finnes, 
Matth.g.2.5 .Hee gines the Spirit, 10h.21. 22, Hee giues 
eternall life, 1obn.10.28.and this hee could not do,vn- 
lefle hee were perfect God. Thirdly, his Attributes 
ſhew him tobe ſo : Heis eternall,Reuel. 1.8. Almigh: 
tie, Matth.28.22, Equall with the Father, Phil. 2.6. 
Nay, He one with the Father,loh.10.30. And there- 
forc he is perfect God, Laſtly, his honour confirmes 
him to be ſo: Al the Angels worſhip him, Plal.97 7. 
but they will worſhip none but God. Hee hath 2 
name abone all names, onto which all things in heanex 
and carth muſt bow, Phil. 2. 9, 10. All things are bis, 
Tohn,3.35.and hee is called the King of kings, &c. 
_ I,5. So his honour proouecs him to bee perfect 

The reaſons why Iefus Chriſt muſt bee perte&t 
Godare theſe : 


Firſt, elſe he could not pacific the wrath of God Ke«/ox.re * 


for the ſinne of man; for none can perſwade with,and 
pacifie God, but God. 

Secondly, elſe his blood could not haue beeniean 
infinite ranſome for finne, which it muſt bc. 

Thirdly,clſc he could not know our hearts, and ſo 
hee could not haue beene a fit Mediatour, to know 
our wants, and heare and helpe vs at our needs. 

Laſtly,elſe hee could not hauc beene' able to ſaue 
vs, and therefore hee is perfet God. 


.  Thevſes. Firſt vſe is againſt thoſe Heretickes, that Y/e I. 
:hane denied: the. Godhead of Chriſt, as Ebins, Ce- 
riatbus, Arius, lewes , Mahometans:; ſome denying 
H 2 that 
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Second part of b 


tbe Dur ine, 


—hathes God; otherstharheisnotabſolurely God, 
bar inferiourto him, 8c. buttheſeare horrible blaſ[- 
phemies, not to be endured by any Chriftian eare, 


Secondly,this ſhould ſtirvs'vprothankefulneſfeto 
God, that hath bin pleaſed roimploy hisown glori- 
ous Maieſtie in the worke of our Redemption; & that 
which was impoſlible to bee done otherwiſe, God 
hath effeted by his owne hand. A man would haue 
thought it had beene better the whole world had 
runne headlong to hell, than that God ſhould haue 
comedowne from heauento performe this worke : 
but God thoughtnotſo, therefore this ſhould ſtirre 
vs vp toall thankfulnefleto God that hath done this 


for vs. 


The third vicis for comfort , This ſhould affure 
ys of our ſaluation, the Pillar itrefts ypon being God 
himſelfe, who is vtterly vachangeable of himſelfe, 
and that hee doth is firme and ſure againſt all oppofi- 


tions-whatſocuer , it is vnchahgeableand ya mooue- 


ableas God himſelfe is,and ſhall ſtand faft againſtthe 
gates of hell. 1,Pe#. 1.21. That your faith and hope 
might bee in God &c.1If our Saluation did reft ivman, 
then inthe time of temptation weewere:gone; but 


ſeeing itreſts ypon God,itfhallſurely.ſtand;-1f the 


deuill can preuaile againſt Vud, then he may preuaile 
againſt vs, elſe nor : we haue neede ofthis comfort in 
temptation. 


Secondly,that /c/as Chriſt is the fecond Perſon inthe 
{eſ/ed Trinitie, For ſo till the whole Scripture 
runnes ; For firſt the Father isſet downe, then the 
Sonne, Iohn. 3. 16. God /o loned the world that hte ſent 
bis S0BXe, And, I, Tim.T1. IS» Chriſt: Ieſns came inte 
the worldto ſanc ſanncrs. CN OCIOS 
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The reaſons why. Ieſus Chriſbithe:Mediatovr, is 
the-ſecond Perſon, thoughtderecan been realods 
given of decefitie, why itmoſt beſo, yet there: may 
be giuen many zeaſons'of convenienciewhy:itis fo, 
nd:fitſt, Jeſus Chriſt the Mcdiatour was'tobec a 
middle Perſon in the Office of mediation btewiat 
Godandman, andrhereforeit was conuenient, thar 
he ſhould bea middle perſon.in the ſubliſtence of his 
Godhead betwixt the Father and the holy Ghoſt. 
Secondly,-Icſus-Chriſt .was to.make theſe, for 
whom he was Mediatour,likehimſelte: :burweeare Reaſon 2, 
.the ſonnes of God by him, therefore he isthe woven | 
of God too: he muſtbethe Sonneof Go D ay A. 
tureghathe mighrmale>vsrhc: Soanes ef:God y: A- 
doptionand grace. ..: 5 -' 
Thirdly;theremuſtbe a Soderjand he thar is fone Reaſon 2. 
mult haue powerro-giue the Spirir: Godthe Farher, zanch.cc Tos 
heis the ſcader y'torhe cannotbeſenrt, bur God the *#2=*-5c»: 
'Sonne:; cheſbetrukPorſon; hee- isſent;and hee hibh © 
power, to giuethe Spirit. And though the firſt Pet- 
ſon.-hath pawerto giuetheSprrit ,/yerhee catitibr be 
ſent; And therefore-itisthe: ſecond Perſon-that is 
dentro. performethisworke, 4 04 130 nn 
.1 Laſtly, heeisthePerfor by whom: weezand: the ,, a/om 4. 
world: had our: itmmediate.being ; we were b the Fe 
word; then.it is conucnient rhat he ſhould lye-vs Our 
; well-being. So yee haverhe Reaſons/ 10127 7: 11 
| "Thou ace theſe::-Thetirſt- vicinagainfthoſc Pſe 1. 
Heritiches, that held thar rhe Father, 'orthe*holy 
Ghoſt was incarnate, as 5ebe/ins, Patrivaſiiant and 
divers others ; but weſecherethat onely thefccotil 
\Perſon, theSonne of. God wasincarnate 3 :ahdthere- 
Foretheir opitilons are erronevis) and robereiccted 
.ot vs. H 3 Second- 


Reaſon. T op 
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Vſe.3. 
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-: Secondly,is Ieſus Chriſt the ſecond Perſon in the 
bleſſed Trinicie our Mediatour © thenlet vs ſo em- 
brace him,and ſo beleeue in him, and whatſocuer we 
have todo with God, we muſt goe to him in Chriſt : 
If we pray or giue thankes ro God, we muſt doe itin 
Chriſt ; meimu# ki/e1he Sorme, Þ/al. 2. laſt verſ, wee 
mult embrace himas our Medmtour; ifeuer wee will 
be accepted of God ; Andfo when we haue ſinned 
againſt Gud, and would ſceke Reronciliation, Goe to 
himin Chriſt. x. 04.2.1. if any men finne, wee hane ar 
CAadworate with the Father,eaen Jeſus Chrift, | 

Thirdly, this ſhould teach vs, how much weeare 


.bound to God, whonot onely hath beene pleaſed to 


ordaine acourſc of faluationforvs, butalfote per- 
forme it by his Sonne, hee did arby his Sonne, to 


- make vs know and acknowledge his great loueto vs. 


Third part of + 
the Dofirine. 


And ſo much for the ſecond part of the obſeruation. 
-:i; The third point is this : Thacleſus Chriſt the Me- 
diatour,is the reucaling word ofhhis Fathers will ; or, 
herhat rcueales che will of God concerning our Sal- 
uation.Ioh. r. 18, Noman hath ſtene God 4t anytime, 
the onely begatten Soune, which #s inthe boſame of the 
Father, bee hath declered bim;Maith:'11.27. Neither 
knoweth any man the Father; but the Sonne, und hee ts 
whom the Sonne will reacale him; the nature, will, and 
all thingsconcerning the Father, the Sonnereueales, 
and therefore, Math. 1 7.5. the Father commands ys 
to heare him. Heb. 1.2, Goahbath: ſpoken to' vs by his 
Sonne, And generally allthe Apparitionsand Reue- 
lations made tothe Parreerkes and'Prophers in the old 
time by Angels in the ſhape'of men,were.by 1e/ars 
Chriit. 1.Pct.3.19: He went by the Spirit and preached 
70 the ola world, (0 he was the reucaling word "_ 

Fathers 


0f Gol pf Criſt 
Fathers willto them-; he irwas thatireucaled and de- 
clared the will- of God, by the 'Prophtrv and*x0- 
files from time to time ; ; Nay, euch the Spirit him- 
ſelfe whatſocuer he teacherh is from Chriſt, Fee Now 
ſbew yoa. of mine, ſaith our Sauiouvr, Jahn 26. 13.1 
And this is his Propheticall Office, Decor, x5: 18% 4 
Prophit ſhallthe Lord God raiſe vp unto 100;tike r= 
tome, him ſhall yee heare, Somuch forrheprovfe. «1 
The Roadbon: : Firſt, nonecan reveale the will of pogſon 1. 
the Father, bur hee: thatcame our of the: bofome of 
the Father: But'Chriſtcame ovtobÞ the boſome: of 
the Farher; ob. 1,18. Thercfore heralonorotieales: 
the will of the Father. © : © | 
Secondly, None caneveale the Pather; but hee Reaſon 24. 
that knowes him , but Chriſtalone knowes the-Fa+ 
ther Mazrh1 t.27- therefore none-but: hee 'can re- 
ucale him, Bur you will-fay,dothnotrthe Spirit both 
khow andreucale the Father?:Y es, but that is only: as 
Chriſts Depurie, fobw26.73. 1ohn'34. 21. 21193140. 
Fhe'vies :: Firſt; this honldarichn vshaw dearely,z-/ 1 
and highly, and honourably we ſhould:efteeme:ob * 
the matters of our'ſaluationy euenias amatter pubs: 
liſhed by. the voyceof. the SanneoE God himlelfe, 
and therefore let ys prgrOn ey 6 We rna it; 
yceld obedienceroir.. 4am 20114 95097 O0V9 
Secondly, this mpcheth ts to'fenounce all other, Pe 2 
wards andreuclations whatſoeugr:\The Anabaptifis 
they call vsto beleeuetheir Reuclatians. ThePapiſts: 
to belceue their Tradirions,'TholJewes ro :beleeue? 
their Talmud. The Turkesto brleeve their Alceran, 
bur . what\were this bur, ro:addeto:the Dodtiavof 
Saluation;.and-(belecue-lycs'in:ſteadof that Twth' 
__ Chtiftrcucales.: vata vs%-.angtociuſtleontthe- 


word: 
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ward of God : therefore wee mult oppoſe all theſe. 
by Gods word, andiwee muſt k now nothing in mat- 
ters: of luton, but what Chriſt hath reacaled to vs, 
all other words and revelations we muſt reiedt as the 
inyentions of men : Our Sauiour ſeeing many fall a- 
way fromhim, heeasked his. Ds{cip/cs it they alſo 
would farſake hims koh. 6.63. Petcr anſwers him, 
Maſter, whither ſhaft wee goe? thou hait the words of 
eternall life. So muſt we-anſwerthem. Teſfus' Chriſt 
is the revealing word. of eternall life, we-willnatpoe 
from him::' Andif wo doe torfakehim; then irſhall 
bee iuſt with him, that ſeeing wee would notbelecue 
the Truth, to giue vs ouer to belecue delufions-and 
lyes. And ſo.much concerning the Gqdheadby it 
Sir command gnoliiimnntd 3rd; mid exons 16! 
- Now tt followes to bee: conifidered inthe'\fecond 
point of the manhodd by it ſelfe; The word was made 
fleſh. For howſocuer the manhood bathno.perſonall 
ſubſiſtence by: it ſelfe, . but ſo ſhane; as cuer. ir was 


_ QQ.,.Cxeated, was vnittd: to. the Gadbead; in: the Perſon 


_ * ofthe Sooneof Gad; yethecauſe itis an abſolute 
nature,andcreatureby ix:{elf; though notar anytime 
ſeperated; yetalwayes diſtin from the! Godhead, 
thereforeir tequirestogbee ſabevally hd4ndled:; Fhar 
when wee haue ſpoken and learned: whatthe God- 
bead otweordis inthefirſt pilace;;and the Aanbootor 
 Bleſhin, the ſecand place, wee may.the more readily 
and: widicially.' conccine ob: the: Incatnation in the: 
thindiplace; Tomiakeiit plaine by:a compariſon, two: 
EXLTeames 1216 tomette and to agree together | this: 
cannotbe done, cxcept, fick; we knowearht feueral- 
ly by it ſelfe *. (a bere the ord or Godbheag is avone: 
extroame; tho. Bljfuogthe) Meanbbod:anbrhn: _— 
10% | then 
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then can I vnderſtand.thereconcilement otborb, EX» 
ceptI vnderſtand each by itſelfes 4 1 


For the better handling of this poinr, Iwill firſt 75-rismeage 


by the ward 


ſhew what is meant by . this word F/eſþ: Secondly, Fleſh, 


why it is ſo called.. Firſt, what is meantby:the word 
Flefp, howſocucr it is true: thatthe Scripture doth 
ſometimes extendthis. woratoall living creatures , 
Gen.8, 17. yet molt viually & properly it is applyed 
to man,and thatin many ſenſes: as firſt it ſignifies ci- 
ther part of man,or whole man: either parrofman, 
and thateither the whoſe body, Le#,16;28, Then ſhalt 
not marke thy ſelfe is thy fleſh,coc. meaning the body: 
or ſecondly, the generatiue part, Lex#fr.ir5, 3, When 
his fleſb euerdeth\ bis i/ſue:orcle for the Bone. of man, 
Gen..23\ 9. This is: now Bone of my Bone, aud fleſh of my 
fleſh : or fourthly, forthe vnregenerate part inthe 
faithfull, Rom, 7.25. Then 1 my ſelf in my minde, ſerue 
the Lewof God; but in my fleſb the Law of Sine, Se- 
condly,itistaken for whole: man, and'thatcither for 
his whole Nature; or for hiseſtareand condition in 
this life. Firſt,for the whole nature of man,andthat 
cither ſimply as hee is acreature, oras hee is wholly 
corrupted wich finne : for man {tinply. asacreature . . 
without brand of corruption, Zuke 3.6; 4nd all 
feſb ſhall ſee the glorie of God, Gal.2.16.By the workes 
of the law ſhall no fleſh bee inſtified. Or elſe for whole 
man as he is corrupted and defiled withſinne,and ſo 
itistaken, Gal.5.17.24. The feſb lafleth azainft the 
Spirit,c+6. And they that are Chriſls bane crucified the 
/b: and more plainely,/ohn 3.6.Tbat which is. borw 

. of the fleſb mflſp : this is. the ftate of the whole 
* - man, inthe wicked no partbeeing regenerate. Or 

Iaſtl? , Ir is taken for the witole condition e 

| I this 
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this preſent lifegas life, ponertie, &v. and fo itis ta- 
ken.1 Cor.7,28. They ſball haue trouble in the fleſh , 
that's, in the eſtate of theirlite , and ſo it is applyed 
to our Sauiour, Heb, 5,7. who inthe dayes of his fleſh , 
&c.that is,in the time of his life. Now the queſtion 
is,to know in which ſignification; Fleſhis to be raken 
in this place. Surely,jt is ro be referred to that place 
where Fleſh is to beetaken for the whole nature of 
man ſimply;as heis a Creature without brand of cor- 
ruption. The meaning then is this; The word was 
made Fleſh ; that is, The word was made perfe& 
man, confiſting of Bodie and Soule , hee was made 
man ina true being,as in 171m9.3.16., Manifeſted in 
the Fleſh,thar is, inthe true beingofman :the ſpeech 
is borrowed from the partto the whole, Fkſb being 
taken for the whole nature of man , no other ſenſe 
agrees with it, Bur you will ſay then, why doth not 
the Textſay z He war 2ade man? Andthus wecome 
to the ſecond'point,why beets called Fleſh, 
Whereofmany profitable reaſons may be giuen. 
Reaſons Firſt, man'ſ{ignifiesas well the Perſon, as the Na- 
why hee is tare'y. Fleſh (ignifics the: Nature onely, not the Per- 
called fleſh. hangnowthy reach of the holy Ghoſt, is toteachyys, 
that Chriſt rooke our 'Nature, and nor our Perſot}, 
and therefore he faith F/eſþ: Butdoth he not call him 
'Manelfe-where ?. Yes, often, burthat muſt bee ex- 
pounded” by this, andithisby thar;-and bath: will 
proone thar:Chriftrooke the whole nature of man, 
notthePerfon : and when hee faith Man, then hee 
teacheth vsthat' hee-tooke whole man, and not the 
fleſh .onely ; :So both giues vs: light tothis,, Thar Te- 
ſus Chriftrooke the perfet-nature of man, and not * 
the-Perſon of man, © © | £4 JT ©: 2B! 


Secondly, 
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 Secondly,Man doth ſignifi rhe beſtipartot man 2 
withthe worſt, the honourableſt with 'the baſeſt;, - 
Fleſh ſignifies the baſeſt part onely , ' Now the holy 
Ghoſt would teach vs the humilitie of Chriſt, inthat 

hee rooke not only the beſt and nobleſt part of man, 

the Soule ;; but he vouchſafed totake the baſeſt alſo, 
euenthe body, Phil. 2.6,' 7./The holy Ghoſh fetting: 
downe the Incarnation of Chriſt, ſhewes:how exe 
ceedingly he humbled himſelfe, that though he were 

in the forme of God, and equall with God, yet hee tooke 
won him the forme of 4 ſeraant, and was made like 
man, and found in ſhape a4 aman, and therefore the 
holy Ghoſt 1aith here, Fleſh, rather than Man; 

Thirdly, -#{:{þ doth mcre ſignificantly imply our 3; 
naturall infirmities, than Man':' now the hotjGhoft 
would teach vs, that he tooke nor on him our nature 
onely, but our infirmities alſo, finne onely excepted, 
and therefore he ſairh#/eſb,rather than Man. 

Fourthly, Fleſþ isa bodily ſubſtance of man, man + 
conſiſting of a double ſubſtance, bodily and ſpiritu- 
all : now the holy Ghoſt would teach vs, that Chriſt 
had abodily and earthly. nature, as well as a ſpiri- 
tuall and heauenly nature, and this'more plainely 
appeares when he ſaith F/eſþ,than if he had ſaid man. 

Laſtly,lIt is ſaid Fleſþ,to reach vs that he tooke not -F 
onely one indiuiduall man, but the whole Nature of 
that kinde, whereas if he had ſaid man ir had ſfignifi- 
ed but onely the indiuiduall Perſon of a man ; which 
if Chriſt had taken \no more, he could have ſaved but ,,,;,,,,. 
that one perſon, and therefore the holy Gho# vſcth 
rather this word Fl, than Man. = 

Now the obſeruation from hence is this:'That Ie- DgQrine 
ſus Chriſt the Mediatour, , yery true and perfect 

| 2 man 
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Zanch deincar- 


man, The word made Flrſb,cc.thatis, very God, is 


nar.lib.2.c.3+9-2- made. Very man, T hathe is true and perfea man, is 
Clels x 


Zeged.534. 


prooucd thus; Firſt, hee had the name ofa man : Se- 
condly, he came of the race of man. Thirdly, hee 
had the parts of a man. Fourthly, the Birth & growth 


 ofaman. Fifchly, the Actions and bchauiour of a 


man. Laſtly, he had the infirmities of a man. Firſt, he 
had the nameof a man expreflely giuen him inthe 
Scriptures, andtherefore he hath the true nature of a 
man-: for the Scripture calles things as indeedethey 
are, not as they are not.1.Tim.2.5 .The man Chriit le- 
fas, AR.17.31, He will inagethe world in righteouſneſ[e 
by that man whomhe hath appointed. Now wee know 
Chriſt Ieſus ſhall iydge the world. So wee ſeethe 
Scripture calles him-man, and therefore hee is true 
man; Secondly, he came of the race of mankind, and 
therefore the Scriptures call him the Sonnc of mes, 
Marh.9.6. and more particularly the Sonne of Mary, 
Luke 1.31.44. Nay, the holy Ghoſt goes further, and 
ſhewes of what Tribe he was, Heb.7. 14.1 7s cuident 


. that onr Lordſprang ont of Indah, Nay, hee ſhewes of 


\ 
£ - þ 


what family hee was, Rom.1.3. Whics was made of the 
fſeeat of Dania, and in Heb,2.16. Hee tookethe ſeede of 
Abreham : and ſo likewiſe, Ge1.3.16, Chriſt is ſaid to 
be Abrabams : /eede And to put the matter out of all 
doubr, the holy Ghoſt ſhews that he came of thar very 
nature.of man that was madeatthe beginning, hee 
came ofthe race of 44am and Ewe; of :_{dam, Luke, 
i8. The Senxe of | Adam, and of Ene, Gen.3.16. The 
ſeeae of tbe woman ſhall breatiethe Serpents head, So he 
was by ſucccthion the Sonne of 444m both by farher 
and mother.T-birdly, he hath the parts of a man, rhe 
RBoay and Sapic of 4 mangcne boily of a man. 1.Peri2-24 
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who bare onr ſinnes in his body , So he had the pants of 
a body, as bones and fleſh, and hands and fcete. Luke 
2.4.39. Bebeld my hands and my feete,c6. Aſpirit hath 
not Fleſh aud Bones 45 you {ce mee have, So hee hada 
Soule. Math.26.38. My Soule is heany,c.and all the 
faculties of a Soule,as vnderſtanding,will, 8c. for he 
did diſpute and reaſon, by the facultie of the vnder- 
ſtanding as we doe, he had all the eflentiall-and natu- 
| rallpantsand powers of body ard ſoulc, and there- 
fore muſt ncedes be a true man, Fourthly, he had the 
Pirth and growth of a man, he was conceiued in the 
wombe of hismother as a man, Zeke 1.31. He was 
borne in the vſualltime as a man, Zuke 2.7.ſwadled, 
Lake 2.12, Hegrewvpas a man, both in reſpeQ of 
body and mind, Luke2.40,5 2.and therefore he was a 
true man. Fifthly, he had the Aions and behauiour 
ora man. Phil.2.7.He was found in ſhape, that is,in car- 
ri2ge and behaviour as a tnan, 10/7 3.14. Hee dwelt 4- 
mong ft vs, (aith the Apoſtle, that is, hee had his con- 
uerſation amonegſt vs, heedid cate, and drinke, and 
ſpeake, and {leepe, and did all things belonging to a 
man, At.1.21. Allthe while the Lord Ieſus was con- 
uerſant with vs, that is, all the while that he wentin, 
and out before vs-asa man. Laſtly, hee had the in- 
firmities of a man, Heb.4.15. For we hane n0t aw bizh 
Prie#t, which cannot bee touched with the feeling of our. 
infirmities, but was in all things tempied like onto vs, 
yet without ſinne, He was hungry, Mathew 4. 2.Thir- 
Ze, lohn 4..7- Wearie, lohn 4. 6. wept, lobn 11,35 .Sor+ 
rowed, Marke 3.5. Laſtly, he dyed as other men do, 
giuing vp the Ghoſt, lohn 19.30. which are manifcſt- 
proofes that he was true and very man, 

The Reaſons of this point are theſe: "That Chriſt ' rea/os. 1, 
L3, TO 
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Reaſon 2, 


Reaſon 3. 


Reaſon, 


is trucand perfe&t man. The firſt Reaſon is, becauſe 

it was (o fore-told that he ſhould beſuch an one,Gez. 

3.15-It was fore-told that hee ſhould bee the ſecede of 
the woman, And Gen.22.18.that he ſhouldbe the ſeed 

of Abraham. That is, that he ſhould be a true and per- 

fet man. Now that which is fore-told of God muſt 

needs come to paſle, and therefore hee was a true 

and perfet man. 

Secondly, The Iuſtice of God required that the 
ſame Nature ſhould bee puniſhed, that had offended. 
Now Chriſt being to make ſatistaRtion for our fins, 
hee muſt needs take our whole Natureto make (atis- 
fation for vs in, For our whole nature had finned, 
and farre be it from ys to thinke that God would pu- 
niſhone Creature for another, or one Nature for 
another, 

Thirdly, Chriſt comming to bee our Mediatour , 
was to bee our Head, wee his members, then there 
muſt bee a proportion betwixt the Members and the 
Head. Now the Members are perte&tmen, then ſo is 
the Head allo, elſe it ſhould be a Monſter, if it ſhould 
haucadiuine Head anda humane Body,as ſome Fiſh- 
cs that haue the head of a Dogge, and the Body ofa 
Fiſh. ' But this cannot be in Chriſts Body, but as the 
Members are perfe&t men, ſo is the Head too. Hee 
that ſandiifieth, and they that bee ſantlified,are both one. 
Heb. 2.11. 

Fourthly, Chriſt comming to bee our Mediatour, 
was to make vs like himlelte, #he Sores of Goa, there» 
fore he muſt needs bee made like vato vs, the Sor of 
May, He was to exalt vs to Heauen, therefore he muſt 
needsliue here on Earth, He was to tnake vs partakers 
of Gloric and of the divine Nature,therefore he ow 

needs 
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needs bee partaker of Infirmitie and of the humane 
Nature. He wasto make vs Boxe of his zone, and Fl 


of his Fleſh,therfore he muſt needs become Bone of oar 
Boneand Fleſh of onr Fleſp. 

The Laſt Reaſon isthat of the Apoſtle, xeb.2.1 7, 
18, It behooned him in all things to bee made like unto 


bis Brethren,that he might be a mexcifull & a faithfall 


bijzh Prieſt,able and willing to ſuccour vs in diſtreſle, 
euen from his own experience of our infirmities, 
The Vſes are many, 1's 


Firft, here is an excellent euidence of the greatand ſe 1 


bountifullloue of God to vs,as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, 
Tt. 3.4. that notwithſtanding we hadfinned againſt 
him,8 werebecomethis enemics, ſothat our/Natute 
was aSgreat an enemieto him,as theDeuil himſelf al- 
moſt ;z yet that the Lord Ged ſhould: bee ſoaffeted 
with vs,that he ſhould ſend down his'own Son Ieſus 
Chriſt totakethis adnerſe Naturevpon him,cuewhis 
enemies: Nature, tb fave vs that werehis enemies . 
This bountifulneſſe of God will the better appeare , 
if wee conſider, that hee'denied rhistoall inferiour 
Creatures, yea to higher:Creatvres than we are. The 
Angels fel; and.Chrift might have rakentheir'N4- 
ture to tedeemethem:: bur hee inno fort tooke the 
Angels Nature; butthe /eede of Abraham, Heb.2. It 
Gould tirre vs vpto admirarion of: Gops ſingular 
af;tion towards vs, and'itſhoukd'prouske vsto all 
thankfulnefſe ro him, and to render 'lone'to him a- 
eaine, to giuce ourbodics and whole Nature willing- 
ly to be imploicd inhis ſeruice,” + FT ITY 
* Secondly,It ſheweththe liumilitie of Teſus Chriſt, 
that did abate himſcifeſo low; astorakevur huniatie 
Nature vpon him, being ſo baſe a Nature, and ” - 
Fs is 


Reaſon 5. 
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high and exccNent a Perſon , this is the moſt preg- 
nant example of humilitie that euer we read of. The 
Apoſtle, Phil,2,6,7, 8. amplifies it from very many 
parculars, He was in the form of God(ſaith theApoſtle) 
equall with God, but he made bimſelfe of no reputation, 
tooke on him the forme of a ſernant as made like vnto 
men, and foand in ſhape as a man, hee humbled himſelfe 
vnto death, enen the death of the Croſſe, &c, A proud 
man would haucthoughtira great ſhame to have don 
thus;butour Sauiour Chriſt chought it not ſo: There- 
forethis ſhould ſtir vs vpto imitation, as the Apoſtle 
exhorts ys inthe fifth verſe, Lef the ſame mind bee tn 
you that was in teſas Chriit, Let ys bee aſhamed to be 
proud,or todiſdaine any man,orany office or ſeraice, 
or any thing though ncuer {o baſc if it bee agreeable 
to Gods Ordinance that he may haue glorie by it, & 
for thegood of thy Brother,though thy ſelfe bee ne- 
uerſo great, ſeeing Gods owne glorious Sonne diſ- 

dainednot to humble himſclfe thus for thee. 
Thethird Vſe is for comfort to Gods Children : 
Chriſt took our whole Nature., therefore here is 
comfort for vs. Firſt, againſtthe finfulneſſe of our 
Nature whichwe carrie abour vs , for our Nature 
hath anſwered for finne alreadicin Chriſt, Yea, but 
ſome will ay, ſtill I am prone to finne : yethere is 
thy comfort, that Chriſt hath aſſumed thy Nature 
and ſanRified itto the full in his-owne Perſon, and 
thy Nature ſhall alſo bee ſanRified by little and 
little till it be intircly made holy, So fſccondly, like- 
wiſc it is comfortagainſtthe baſenefſe of my Nature, 
which is but Fleſh and Blood, compaſſed about with 
many infirmities and miſeries, Whatthen'? My Na- 
ture 1s excellently glorified alreadic ia Chriſt, es 
ens 
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this Nature of mine ſhall beglorified inmeto the full 
at the laſt day; For heis Fleſh of our Fleſh,and Bone of our 
Bone, and therefore as he is exalted to gloric, ſo ſhall 
we hereafter:and thereforethough we be here in this 
world deſpiſed, perſecuted, and contemned of men, 
yet weare honoured in a high degree by the Sonne of 
God in his owne Perſon alreadie, and ſhall bee in the 
world tocome in cuery one of our owne Perſons, 
Thirdly, here is comfort againſt theinfirmities of our 
Nature, becauſe Chriſt Ieſus himſclfe bare them in 
our Nature.and therefore they are ſweetened to vs in 
the enduring of them : and alſo hence we haue afſſy- 
rance of comfort and helpe againſt them, becauſe he 
bare them that hath a fellow-feeling of them, and 
therefore will be compaſſionat toward, and both rea- 
die and willing to helpe vs, asthe Apoſtle ſheweth, 
Heb. 4.15.and the 5. 2. He that hath beene a begger 
by the high-way,orin any other neceſlity,andis freed 
from it,hee will bee the more compaſſtonate,and the 
better know how to relieue thoſe that are inthe like 


neceſſitie, euen from a fellow-feeling that he hath of _ 


their miſeric. So our Saujiour Icſus Chriſt having 
borne our infirmitics, will be readie and willing to 
helpe vs,cuen out of a fellow-feeling that he hath of 
them,and therfore this may be comfort to vs againſt 
all the infirmitics of our Nature, cuen againſt death 
it ſelfe, | 

Fourthly, Hath Chriſt Icſus affumed our humane 


act} of 2 
Nature? Then we ought to hauc a reverent eſtimati- {e a. 


on ofthis good Nature which wecarricabout with 
vs, as being the very ſame which the Sonneof God 
| tooke on him : let vs therefore reuerently reſpect it, 
both in our ſcluesand others. In our ſelues let vs the 
| er. : ec 
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heed we defile it not with finne, doe not abuſe itto 
{lauiſh and wicked courſts, Wilt rhou take the Fleſh. 
and Nature of Chriſt, and make it the Fleſh and Na- 
turc of a Drunkard,or of a Whoremonger? &c, God 
forbid;forthenthou ſhalt abufethe Nature of Chriſt, 
Ard (o in others, inthy poore Brethren, do not vili- 
fie this Nature, but loue and cheriſh ir,and do well by 
it, it is Chriſts owne Fleſh and Nature, therefore bee 
notthouaſhamed of it in them. He was nor aſhamed 
tocall them Brethren, Heb.2.1 1. therefore bee thou 
like vato him, 

Fifthly, Here is matter of reproofe againſt many 
Heretickes, here is a whole Rabble of Herctickes, a 
Legion ot Diuels,tofightagainftthisTruth.I can call 
them no better, for they are direQly againſt Chriſt. 
Mercian hee held that Chriſt had not the true Sub- 
ſtance,bur only the ſemblance or thew of a man : al- 
ledging for his proofe, the Apoſtle, 2bi/.2.7. He wes 
made like man. But there it is vnderſtood,a true like- 
neſſe (euen as one manis like another) nor a counter- 
feir. Andalſo they alleage, that in Rem.8.3.Ged /ex- 
aims hu Soune in the ſimilitude of ſinfull Fleſh.But there 
ſimilitude is not referred to Fleſh,burto finfull Fleſh, 
This Errour ſome aſcribe to the Manichees, but the 
AMeanichees confeſle he had the true ſubſtance of Man, 
bur he brought it from Heauen : alledging 1.Cor.15. 
47. The ſecond man ts the Lord from Heanen,But this is 
ſpoken of the Perſon of Chriſt, not of his Manhood 
by it ſelfe. This Errour is rather aſcribed to Yaſenti- 
#«s. Apolineris confeſſed the Fleſh of a man in him,but 
not the Soule, but thar his Deitic was in ſteed of his 
Soule. But we know, thart it is ſaid, Hee groewed in his 
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Zegedine 584. T his is alſo aſcribedtothe Arians,Y:de 
Zegedine 584. Appelies heldthat hee made his Body 
of the foure Elements, Epiphan, Hereſ.44. And ſocer- 
taine Ebronztes held that hee wasa created man before 
allchings, Epipben. Hereſ. 30. and ſodenie him the 
birth ofa man. But we know he was borne of the Vir- 
gine Marie. The Monethelites held that Chriſt had bur 
one will, that is, as he was God, notas hee was man, 
and fo denie the parts and ations of aman to him. 
Laſtly, the YVbiquiteries will have his Manhood euerie 
where,and ſothey deftroy the verie being of his Man- 
hood, Theſe and all ſuch Heretickesas denie Chriftto 
become inthe Fleſh, they are not of God, but they are 
the Spirits of Antichriſt, 1. lohn 4.Yerſe 3 . 


Laſtly, ſeeing it is ſo that Chriſt hathraken our Na- pſ2 6, 


ture vpon him, then let vs ſo beleeue in him, and fo 


embrace him, as true and perfe&t man : yet withtheſe: 


limitations, take it not too ſhort, and extend it not roo 
farre, Firſt,take it not too ſhort; ſo do they that (ay he 


had a Manhood, but being vnited tothe Godhead it 
was loſt and ſwallowed vp of it. But theſe come roo 


ſhort, for Chriſt was ſtillperfeRt man after this Vaion, | 
neither did hee ceaſe to bee ſoat his death(as ſome | 


thinke he did) nor at hisaſcenſion into Heauen, neither 
ſhall hee after the day of Iudgement : for cuen as the 
benefit of his Mediation laſts foreucr,ſo ſhall his Man- 
hood be for cuer.Otherstake it too ſhort,in this {cri ſe, 
in that they thinke it adiſparagement and diſgrace to 
Chriſt toaſcribe infirmities to him, to ſay, that with 
our Nature hee tooke our infirmities alſo: but hecan- 
not bee true man, except hee take our natura!l infirmi- 
. ties. Secondly, nor yerſtretch ittoo farre : though 
we ſay,hetooke our eng without ſinne: ſin bs 
2 mu 
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muſt till be excepted, Heb.4.15.and7.26. And conſe- 
quently,the cauſes of finne, as generation by man ; he 
had not an earthly Father, for then his generation 
could not haue been without {tnne, or creation of any 
thing inthe wombe of his Mother not ſanRiified. It 
was impoſſible he ſhould be rainred with ſinne, being 
God: and ir was neceffarie hee ſhould be without fin, 
he being aſacrifice for finne. Againe, ſtretch it not 
too farre, as tothinke, thar hee ſtill continues in the 
ſtare of infirmitie after his reſurreRion : for howſo- 
ener hee hath our Naturc, and bee till a perfet man , 
yet hee is a man of Glorie,not of Infirmities, his infir- 
mities are vtterly caſt off for cuerafrer his rcſurreRi- 
on, and now hce hath a glorified Body. No maruaile 
therefore, that Marieknew him nor, bur rooke him 
forthe Gardiner after he was riſen , and that the Di- 
ſciples ſuppoſed they had ſeenea Spirit,when hee ap- 
pecarcd torhem, Zuke 24, 37. Nay heis ſofarre from 
infirmities, as that hee hath perfect Glorie and autho- 
ririe ouer the world ; eſpecially, ouer his Charch: 
«<All things are put in ſubiection vnaer his feet, Heb,2 3, 
Ged hath made him Lord and Chri#t, 40.2.36.AndPhil, 
2.9.10. God hath highly exalted bim, and gizen him s 
name aboue enery name, that at the name of leſus exery 
knee ſhould bow. Sothough hee neuer depoſed his Na- 
ture, yet hee laid downe his Infirmities at his death 
and refurretion: Andthereforethe Apoſtle ſaith , 
Hee dies no more, Rows. 6.9, Thirdly, extend itnot too 
farrc, as they doe that ſay, If he haue taken the whole 
Nature of man, then hee will ſaueall men. No,he 
will ſauce none, butthoſe thatare incorporated into 
him by Faith,and are members of his Body :for as he 
madc our Natutc his by aſſuming it, ſo we muſt make 
his 
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his ours by belecuingandrefting vpan it : we muſt be 

his brethren as well as he is ours. The Fleſh profiteth 

hy nothing, /# #5 the Spirit that quickneth and yiuecth vs 
Je, 

Wee haue ſpokeniin handling of this Queſtion, of 
rhe two firſt generall points propounded to bee hand- 
led in the ſame. Namely, Firſt the word by it ſelfe., 
Secondly,of the Fleſb by it ſelfe. It followesnow that 
wee ſpeake of the third generall point, the word and 
the Fleſb, the Godbeadand the 44enhood bothtogether, 


(was made Fleſh) which wee call his /ncarnation, and 


this word izcernation anſwers fitly to the words of the 
T ext (was made Flefb) forto bee incarnate is tobee 
made F/eſb. And here intheſe words made Fleſh, wee 
are to conſider , Firſt, of the phraſe. Secendly, of the 
matter. Firſt, of the phraſe. This is the moſt fignifi- 
cant phraſe inallthe Scripture toexprefle this Myſte- 
rie of Chriſts /»cernation. Some places ſpeake of his 
Fleſh,as in the 1 7im.3.16. God manifeſtedin the Fleſh. 
And 1.John 4. 2. Enxerie Spirit that confeſſeth not that 
Teſus Chrift # come in the Fleſh, &c. Other places 
ſpeake of his being made, as Galt. 4. 4. made of a wo- 
man, And Rom, 1. 3. made of the 5eede of Dauid. But 
this place ſpeaketh moſt diredQly and expreflely to the 
pointin both reſpects, both of his Fleſb, & being made 
Fleſb. Sothen this is the plaineſt place of all other, 
though all the reſt intend and meane the ſame thing, 
bur thisſpeakes ir plainely., Sothar if any man ſhould: 
aske me,what Chriſt is 21 could not more plainely ex-- 
preſſe ir, than by theſe words, to ſay, hee is he Word 
made Fleſb.1tisfo plaine, that ſome haue hence groſle- 
ly concluded (ſtanding; vpon the ſtrianeſle of the 
phraſe) that therefore the #ord: was cither altered 
| | K 3 and 


and changed into Fleſh, oratthe leaſt that the word 
did ſuffer ſomething to be done vnto it ſelfe in this /»- 
carnation, But the colleRion is falſe in both : For 
firſt, there is no changing of one ſubſtance intoano- 
ther, for God cannot bee changed, neither will che 
phraſe beare it, no more than when wee ſay, the Ayre 
js inlighrned,it ſhould therefore follow,thatthe Ayre 
is turncd into Light, whereas the Ayre whether it bee 
dark,or whether it be light, ſtill ic continues the ſame 
Subſtance. Secondly, neither is there any paffion, the 
Word (uffered nothing to bee done vnto it, for that is 
againſt the Nature of God, for this Word made Fleſh 


may as well be tranſlated beceme Fleſb, which may and 


doth oftentimes intend a voluntary Action ofthe Per- 
ſon that itis ſpoken of, according ro that ofthe Apo- 
ſtle, 1 Cor, 9.20, /became a lew tothe lew, that is, hee 
voluntarily conformed himſclfe, 8&c. So Chriſt here 
isan Agent or Doer, hee Actually rooke our Fleſh on 
him, ratherthan a Patient or Sufferer, The ſpeech is 
Paſſiue,but the ſenſe is rather Active. And ſo much of 
the phraſe, Made Fleſb, 

Now tothe matter it ſelfe, wherein are theſe par- 
ticulars to'bee conſidered; Firſt, the AR or worke 
done: Secondly, the manner haw it was done : 
Thirdly, the meanes whereby it was done : Fourthly, 
the time when it was done: And Laſtly, the conſe- 
quents of. it being done. Firſt, of the At or Worke 
it ſelfe, The Word was made Flefb, that is, Ieſus Chriſt 
being. veric God, became veric Man. This intends 
twothings : Firſt an. Aſſumption or taking on him : 
Secondly, ſuch ataking on him, as makes a perfeRv- 
nion of both Natures in one Perſon. Firſt, ataking 
on him,here is the Aſſuraprion, ſothe Apoltle _ 

Phil, 
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Phil.2.7. And tooke on him the forme of aSeruant : 

And Heb.2.16. Tooke on himthe ſeede of i Abrabam , 

And here wee are to conſider two things. Firſt, what 

hee did aſſume, F/eſb, our whole Nature, Secondly, 

who did aſſume ir, The word, not fimply God, bur 
Chriſt , and net his divine Nature, but bis Perſon : 10 

this is the right ſtate of the buſineſſe; and the moſt 
proper and dire&t manner of ſpeech, that the ſecond 
Perſon, the Sonne of God, tooke vpon him our fleſh 

or nature: Sohereisthe aſſumption. And ſecondly, 

this is ſuch an Aſſumption, as cauſetha plaine and 
perteR vnion ; for hee did not ſo aſlume our fleſh, as 

that his Godhead and his Mezhood were cach a ſcuc- 

rall Perſon, bur that bothof them werevnited toge- 

ther in one Perſon, cach Natureremaining diftin , 

and yct hee continuing oneand the ſame Perſon. In 

this vaion wee are to conſider the matter,and the Subs 

ict. To ſpeake properly and diftinly, the matter of 

this vnion, isthe two Natures, the Maxbood vnited to 

the Godhead, The Subict of this vnion, isthe Per- 

ſon of the Sonne of God. The vnionis not made of 5,;,. 
the Perſon, butin the Perſon, and hence it is called £x 9ue. 
theperſonall vnion , becauſe, howſoeuer it is, not of ** 14% 
Pcrions (for there was neuer but one in thiscaſe) but 

of the Narures as they being the marter of this vni-. 

on; yer it is not inthe Natures, (for they were never 

made one, bur ſtill continue rwo)- buran the Per- 

ſon as being the SubicR of this vnion : 'So then rhe 
Dcfinition ofthe perſonall vnion appeares plainely to 

be chis, namely, themecring togetherot. thepertect 
diuine Nature, and ot the perfc& humane Narute , | 

both in oe and the ſame Perſon of the Son ot God, A 


and yet cach ofthem remaining a diſtin Naruce by 
| | i 
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it ſelfe, and retaining their owne eſſentiall properties. 
Firſt, in this vnion, there muſt bee a meeting rogether 
ofthe perfeR Diuine and of the perfeA Humane na- 
ture. Secondly, they muſt both mectin one Perſon 
ofthe Sonne of God. And thirdly, cach mutt retaine 
their ſeuereall and cfſentiall Natures and properties. As 
for example, itis the propertie of the Deitic to for- 
giue our {innes,and to heare our prayers;and this pro- 
ie it retaines ſtill: anditis the propertie of the 
fomanitie to be contained in one place at once,& this 
propertie it retaines ſtill. | 
There be many Vnions in the world: as firſt, there 
is a naturall Vnion, as of the Soule and Body in one 
man. Secondly, there is a carnall Vnion, as ofthe man 
and wife, Thirdly, there is an artificiall Vnion, as of 
Timber and Stones in one building, and diuers things 
in a garment. Fourthly, there is a ſociall Vnion, as of 
the members in one Body. Fiftly, there is a ſpirituall 
Vnion, as betwixt Chriſt and his Church. Laſtly, 
there is this perſonall Vnion of thetwo Natures in 
Chriſt; and this is ſingular and vamatchable, there is 
butone that may bee compared with it, and that is 
the vnion of the Perſons in the Deitie, where three 
perſons are vnited in one ſubſtance, and therefore it is 
called a ſubſtantiall vnion ; and this of two Natures in 
one perſon, none elſe can bee compared withit. Fur- 
ther,we muſt vnderſtand that Chriſt had another vni- 
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other diuine : So Chriſt conſiſtsof three ſubſtances ; 
and yet but of two natures. And ſo much of the firſt 
point, the At or worke done. 
The ſecomd point, is the manner howit was done. 
And that is wonderfull and vnſearchable. Itis hard 
to conceive how the Body and the Soule of achild 
are vnited together in ordinary generation : Andto 
conceite how the Bodic and Soule of Chrift was 
ioyned together,ts harder : But this, to conceiue how 
his two natures, the Manhood and the Godhead 
were vnited together in one Perſon, ismuch more 
difficult, The Scriptures call the worke of the holy 
Ghoſt in this kinde, an ouerſhadowing, Zeke 1.35, as 
intending,amongſt other things,rhat it is a darke My- 
ſterie, not to beecomprehended but only as in a ſha- 
dow , wee mult concciue of itin this manner. Firſt , 
that his mother was made fit to receiue the worke of 
the holy Ghoſt, and to conceive a child withour 
man, Secondly,the particular matter whereof Chriſts 
Body was tobee conceiued and made, was ſanQified 
_ andcleanſed from all corruption of finne both origi- 
nall and aQuall. Thirdly, when it was ſo cleanſed, the 
Body was framed and created of it, Fourthly, then 
his Soule was created and infuſed into the Body, and 
ſohee was aperfeR man. Fifthly, this perfet man- 
hood was vnitedto the Godhead in the Perſon ofthe 
Sonne of God. And ſohereis Chriſt verie God, and 
verie man. Now wee muſt vnderſtand that all theſe 
Actions were done in an inſtant : for they were done 
by God that needethno time to doe his buſineſle in , 
ſothat I fay, theſe fiue Aions were done in the very 
. inſtant of his conception ; for it is impoſible that 
any eſſential part of Chrilts FO ſhould ſubfiſt in 
any 
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| any thing but in his Perfon, and theretore there was 


noefſentiall part of Chrifts Manhood, but ſo ſoone 

25 ithad abeing ir had a ſubliſting in the ſecond Per- 

ſon : therefore all was done at an inftant, tor 1t wee 

ſhould ſay hee hada bodie firſt, and did vnitethat to 

his Perſon, then hee ſhould vnitean imperfeR Narure 

to his perfe Perſon, and: thereforethis was more in 

Chriſtrhan in any other man. For inthe ordinarie ge- 

neration of men, they haue their Bodies framed 
firſt, and then after ſome time their Soules are intu- 
ſed : But Chrifts Soule was infuſed at the inſtant of 
conception, and this is denyed to any other, ſaueto 
the firſt Hdoam,; for hee ſo ſoone as his Body was 
made, his Soule was infuſed ; And Chriſt was not to 
bee inferiour, butto bee equall to him in his humane 
nature. Ir is true, that his bodie increaſed in the 
wombe, and grew ripe to the birth in the ordinarie 
time that others doe ; bur yer his Soule was-intuſed , 
and both Soule and Body vnitedto his Perſon at the 
very inſtant of conception, as is ſhewed, And ſo 
much of the ſecead point, namcly, the manner how 
this was done, 

The third point is, the meanes whereby. it was. 
done: and they are two the firſt is Atiue, the ſecond 
Paſſie. The Atiue meanes was the holy Ghoſt , 
the Paſſine was the Virgine Marie, Thatthe Akiue 
meanes was the holy Ghoſt , ſoit was before promi- 
ſed or foretold, Lake 1.35. and ſoir was confirmed 
after the conception, Math. 1.20. that which is con- 
ccived in her is of the holy Ghoſt. So that.the holy 
Ghoftis the Agent in this worke . Imagine not ypon 
the hazzard of your Damnarion, any grofle or carnall. 
Action inthis caſe ; but cencciue of it with all reue- 
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rence and Admiration, with heauenly and holy and 
ſpiricuall thoughts, worthie of this heauenly worke 
of the holy Spirit. It is Blaſphemiero ſay that the 
holy Ghoſt did the office of an Husband to the Vir- 
gine Marie : we may more ſafely tay, ſpeaking in ſa- 
brietie,that he did the office of a Farther in reſpe of 
Chriſt: for wharſocuer was ated in this buſineſle, he 
had the whole and onely worke, he wasconcciucd of 
the holy Ghoſt, This pointis ſubieR ro rwo excep- 
tions. Firſt,it may bee Lid had not all the Perſons in 
the Trinitic a hand in this worke, as well as the holy 
' Ghofte Yes, for whatſocuer one doth (being an out- 
ward worke of the Trinitie) all doc ; yet herein-cue- 
* ry of them reſerues their ſeueral propertie to it ſclfe; 
the Father his propertie is to ſend ; the Sonne 78 
come inthe pleſh ,the holy Ghoſt hee made and vnited 
the Manhood tothe perſon of the Sonne. It was the 
worke of the whole Trinitie mediately,bur immedi- 


ately of the holy Gho# : It was the whole worke of 0»: opera 


the Trinitie inchoatiue : but of the Sonne termina- ng ad 
tive, becauſe it was finiſhedin him : ſtill we muſtre- ;;,;7,, © 


ſerue their ſeuerall properties in working, The Fa- 
thers maker plaine by this ſimilitude; As if three fi- 
ſters ſhould all worke or weane a garment forthe (e- 
cond Siſter 8 pur it on her,all of them hauea handin 
it, but the ſecond puts it on, So likewiſe by another 
ſimilitude of a marriage ; In a marriage; Firſt, there 
is the perſons ro be married,and thatis Chriſt ro our 
fleſh ; ſo there is the Father that giues the woman to 
the Bridegroome, andthis is Godthe Father ; and 
then thirdly,there muſt bee the Miniſter that 1oynes 
them together in marriage,and thar is the holy Ghoft 
that vnites the Mew/hood to = perſon of the os 
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Zancby de tri- 
bus E'obim. 
Muſculus ig. 
Zancby de 11t- 
car, pagÞ.46, 


By theſe compariſons being ſoberly vnderſtood, we 
may haue ſome ſlender refemblance, and light in 
this great my ſteric,but preſſe them not roo tarre,for 
indeede no compariſon can match this: Ir is called 
an ouerſhadowing, Zzke 1.35. to teach vs that wee 
muft not pry,nor diue into it too farre,burif we con- 
ceiue of it as it were vnderavailcyit is ſufficient. The 
ſecond exception that this point is ſubie@ vnto, is 
this : If the hoty Ghoſt beethe Agent andaQiue 
worker in Chriſtsconceptien,why then is not Chriſt 
according to his Marheod the Sonne of the holy 
Ghoſt 2 The Anſwer is, No, becauſe he was not made 
of the ſubſtance of the holy GhoF, whereas children 
are of the fubſtance of their Parents ; but Chriſt his 
wanhood was made onely by the power and:operati- 
on of the boly GhoF, performing the workes before 
ſpecitied, and not of his ſubſtance, and therefore he 
cannot be ſaid to bee the Father of Chriſt in reſpeR 
of his manhood. T he ſecond meanes was Paſliue,and 
chat was his mother a "_ 1ſa.-7.14. and the Vir- 
gin Marie,Luke 1.30,31. And thoughhe had not his 
bcing from man immediately,yet he came mediatly 
from mankind, He was made of « women,Gal.4.4.and 
ſoconſequently and mediately he came from man, 
of the ſeeae of Danid, Rom.1.3, A fingular fountaine, 
« Virgin, a ſanRified Virgin, a gracious Yirgin, for 
fuch a ſweet treame to iſſue from,neuer ſuch a child 
came from any morherzneuer ſuch a mother brought 
forth any childe. There can be but foure meanes 
whereby mankinde can haue any being ; cither firſt 
without man or woman, andthus 4dam: had his be- 
ing: the ſecond is of man withoutthe helpe of a wo- 
man,.ang thusZxc had her being : the thirdis, both 
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of manand of woman together, and ſo all the chil. 
drenand generation of Azam had their being : The 
fourth is of a woman without a man,and this is pro- 
per onely to Tefus Chriſt the Sonne of God. Sothe 
paſſe meanes was the Virgin Marie, the Adtiue the 
holy Gho#t, And ſo much oftheſe three points, the 
AR or worke done, the Manner and the Meanes. 
Now we will draw allthat hath beene ſpoken into 


an obſeruation, and that is this , Icſus Chriſt is very Dedrinee 


God and very man, both together in one and the 
ſame Perſon of the Sonne of God, The Text carri- 
ethit ſweetly and plainly,#heword,then he was God, 
Fleſh,chen hee was man, made Fleſh, there they are 
both together, namely, in the Perſon of the Sonne 
of God. Note thattheobſeruation hath three points 
to bee prooued in it. Firſt, that hee is very God, and 
very man, both together, Secondly, in one and the 
ſameperſon. Andthirdly,thatthis perſon isthe Son 
of God. But generally the ſame places of Scripture 
that prooue one of theſe, prooue allthree,and they 
are not to bee difioyned ; therefore wee will handle 
them together. Gal.4.4, 5. God ſent forth bis Sonne , 
&c, Hs Sonne, therefore hee is very God;maade of 4 
women, therefore hee is very man, for what doth 
proccede of a woman but mankinde ? Secondly,that 
Hee might redeeme, not that they might redeeme , 
therefore not many, but one Perſon, euen that ſame 
perſon that is very God, being alſo very man withal. 
Thirdly, and all this is the Sonneot God,hrs Sonre, 
Fhil. 2.5,6,7. Firſt, He was in the forme of God,cquall 
with God, therefore very God, and withall inthe 
forme of a ſeruant made like man, 6. theretore very 
man.Secondly,and that in one andthe ſame perſon, 
L 3 for 
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for (o the Text ſpeakes ſtill of one and the ſame per- 
ſon, who being, and he made, ©. Thirdly, and what 
perſon was this £ rhe Perſon of the Sonne of God, 
for ſo the Text faith expreſlely, who being in the 
forme of God, &c. Row. 8,3. God ſending his Son ne, 
&e, His Sonne inthe fleſh, thereisthe duplicitic of 

Reaſons ofthe Natures, he was very God and very man. Secondly, 

the ſeruati, the Vniric of the Perſon in that he ſpeakes but of one 

on that Chrilt alone js Sonne: Thirdly, there is the ſpecification 

ne. vn of that one perſon , his ewne Sonne, that is, that one 

together, perſon of the Sonne of God. So much for proofe of 
the point, 

Reaſon tr, The Reaſonsof itare theſe. Firſt,ofthe firſt point 
in the obſeruation,8& conſequently in a good vader- 
ſtanding of all the reſt. Firſt, man had finned, and 
God had paſſed a moſt iuſt ſentence of death, and e- 
ternallcurſe and damnation vpon all mankinde for 
ſinne, Ger.2.17. and Ges.3.17. this being threatned 
before,no doubt butit muſt accordingly be perfor- 
med after : If this ſentence be norreuerſt,we ſhall be 
all damned without mercy: but how ſhall this be re- 
uerſt? the Iuſtice and vnchangeableneſle of God 
will not ſuffer it,therefore all mankindeareaccurſed 
and damned, either in themſelues or intheir ſureties 
whoor what is the ſuretie £ one man cannot be ſure. 
ty for another, much leſle forall, Pal. 49. 1 mar 
cannot redeeme bis brother ((aith David) it coft more 
than ſe; ncither can any other creature or nature bee 
the ſurcty, bur the ſame that finned muſt die, there- 
fore of neceſfitic he muſt be very man tharisthe ſure- 
ty. Againe,he muſt be tu. ha manas is #quiualent ro 
all men, yea more worth than all the world beſide, 
elec he cannot redeeme them; andrthar cannot be any 

| Creature 
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creature, for none of them is of this value, bur hee 
muſt be very God, therefore Tefus Chriſt is very 
God and very man, both together in one Perſon, | 
Secondly, Iclus Chriſt being to be Mcdiatour, he £e4/07 2. 
is to treat familiarly with both parties that are to be 
reconciled, anc haue ſuch right in both,that he may 
paitake with eachby his owne worth,and may haue 
credit and authoritie with both : but this he cannot 
haue with man,vnlefle he be man,nor with God,vn- 
leſſe he be God t 20.. | 
Thirdly,He is to make vs one with-God,and God Reafor 3. 
- one with vs after a Spirituall manner: therefore hee 
muſt be one with vs, and onewith God, very God, 
and very Man. 
Now inthe ſ-cond place, that he is very Godand Refers of 
verice Man in one Perſon, the Reaſon is; Becauſe if ihe /econd: 
' there be two Perſons, there is two Chriſts, and two p?: of #he- 
Mediatours.. But there isbut one Chriſt, and one 4#*#ri*- 
Mediator,and therefore bur one Perſon. Many Per- 
ſons muſt needs conclude many Chriſts. 
Yea, bur in the rhird place, It it be but in one Per- 
ſon, why may it not be inthe Perſon of Man 21 an» 
ſwer,No, it is impoſlible co be ia Man: The Reafon 
is, Becauſe it muſt bee in ſucha Perſon, as whercin 
both the Natures may truly and really (ubfiſt. Butir 
1s impoſſible that the Godhead ſhould lubſiſt in the 
Perſon of a man,that being infinite,&rhisfinite,and 
therefore the Humanitie muſt ſubfift in the Perion 
of the ſonne of God. 
Betore we cometothe Vles,hereare certaine Rules faered 
to be conſidered, rouchingChrilts Incacnation. 7 . 
| _»  Thefirſt Rule, isrbis: That Chriſt doth ſubſiſt (,.s, 
wholly in cach Nature,yet with as?” carnation. 
itt I. 


36 << 


Rales to be 


—_— wt FE PIT ——_— ——— ic ____}_FF—-T — _ — — 


— A. _—_—— 


——— 


ſ Of God,of (brift. 


firſt, he doth ſubſiſt in the diuine Nature,as being of 
it ſelfe,and ſuſtaining all things : Inthe Humane, as 
quickning and ſuſtaining it. Secondly, the word had 
a precedent being, ſo had notthe F/eſb. Thirdly, hee 
did hisgreater workesby his Dciticyhis inferiour by 
his Humanirie. 

The ſecondRule,is this, That the Fleſh of Chriſt 
isnoteither Deified,forthen it conld not be one with 
vs: Secondly,ncither yet nullified, aseither vaniſhing 
to nothing, orbeing ſwallowed vp of the Deitic : 
Thirdly, neitheryet accidentally ioined to the Per- 
ſon efthe Sonne, buteſlentially concurring with it 
in one Perſon, 

Thirdly,the wordis not changed; for then it could 
not bee one with God, bur ſtill it retaineth the ſame 
Nature and propertics, /obs 10, 30. 1 and my Father 
ew oxe. Andin 1 Corin.2.8. the Apoſtle cals him the 
| Lord of Glorie: Neither is thexord debaſed thereby, 
ye ** but continues ſtill inthat excellent and infinite Dig- 
quod erat xox Aity: neither yet aſſumed intothe Manhood, but rhe 
«mt. Manhoodintoit: Fourthly, nor cuer after did the 
deceſri word torſake the F/eſb, nonotin death, Philippians 2. 

; Ferſe 7,8. | 

4 Fourthly,the Perſon was acompound Perſon,and 
yet butone Perſen,though he hauetwo Natures,and 
that is the Perſon of the Sow of God, Lake, 1.2 5. Mary 
is called the Mother of God,*m«@& againſt Veſtorius 
Yogel.z5. As it God were in Chriſt onely as in the 

Saints, but more powerfully in him than in them. 
5 Fitthly,the Naturesarenot confounded, but really 
| diſtinguiſhed in the ſame Perſon: neither ſecondly, 
Was there athird Naturecompounded of them both, 
35 ſome Hercticks haue thought, Ewtiches YVogel.4.9. 
Neſtoriue 
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Neſtorias, and Emtiches, though they differ in their 
Herefies, yet each of them ftand on the ſame falſe 

round, Namely, that cuery perfe& Nature muſt 

auc a perfet Hypoiaſis, and therefore, either there 
muſt be two Perſons,faith Neſtoria, if there be twa 
Natures, orelfe if there be but one Perſon, ſaith Zu. * 
z#iches, thenrhere is but one Nature. So much for 
the Rules. 

The Vſesare theſe. 

The firſt is for reproofe of thoſe that denyChriſts 7/: x 
comming or being inthe Fleſh : For they doe not 
only diſanullthe Fleſh of Chriſt by it ſelfe in the ſe- 
cond point ; but much more his Incarnation inthis 
third point, that hee was made fleſh, But the Text is 
plaine againſt fuch, x /oh» 4.2. That they which deny 
Chrifts Incarnation that he is come in the Fleſhthey are 
not of God, but they ere the Spirits of Antichriſt. 

The fecondVſeisagainſt thoſe, whothough they /: 2. 
grant Chriſts Incarnation, yet withall they affirme ; 
the whole Trinitie is Incarnate, whereas the Text 
here reſtraines and appropriates the Incarnation to 
the word. Bur,fay they,if the Godhead be vnited to 
the Manhood, then the whole Trinitieis Incarnate: 
for the Godhead is cqually & fully in cuery Perſon 
of the Trinitie. The anſwer is this, That it is more 
properly ſaid, that God did aſſume our Fleſh, rather 
than the Godhcad. Or if wedoeſay, his Godhead 
did aſſume the Manhood, vnderſtand it with this li- 
mitation,that it is theGodhead in the ſecond Perſon 
the Son of God: for the Ford is the name of hisPer- 

| ſon. It cannotbe ſaid properly that the StuineNature 
tooke' the humane nature, bur that the Pord the ſe- 
cond Perſon tooke our me and ſo the divine Na- 

ure 
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ture may bee Iacarnate in the Sonne, and not in the 
Father, or the holy Ghoſt, becauſe that though 
they beonein Nature, yet theGodhead hathnot the 
ſame ſubſiſtence in the Father, and the holy Ghoſt, 
gs in the Sonne, p 
73. Y* Thethird Vſeisthis,Is Chriſt very God andvery 
Man in one Perſon? here then is afſurance of our re= 
concilementto God,thatall vnakindnes is forgotten, 
and all our fins forgiuen and buried, and all his dif- 
pleaſure done away,becauſe, as we ſee here,that our 
Nature, and Gods own blefſed Nature meete toge- 
ther in the Perſon of Gods own Sonne. Who can 
doubt, or why ſhould any diftruſt of reconciliation 
with God, and of his fauour, (if he haue Faith in 
Chriſt)ſccingthe Vnian is already made? If it were 
to bee done hereafter,then happely there might bee 
ſome doubt and ſuſpition, though there ought to be 
none,becauſe we haueGods promiſe for ir, but being 
done already it is paftall doubt and feare, But you 
will ſay, Itistrue, that thisprouesthat Chriſt is re. 
conciled to God; But what is that to vs How doth 
this proue that Iam reconciled to God 2 Yes, very 
materially : For Chriſt did this for vs. If Chriſt the 
Firſt fruits be made one withGod, thenthe Faithful, 
the whole Lumpe are ſotoo. He is the Head, and we 
archis Members , If thenour Nature be fully recon- 
ciled to God in him our Head, then ſo isitalſo in vs 
his members. The Apoftle 2.Cor.5.19.faith, God was 
in Chriſt reconciling the world to bimſelfe :. that is, 
God and Man met in Chriſt,is the reconciliation of 
the world,tharis,of the Faithfull to God. And Aer. 
1.23. he iscalled Emmanuel,that is, God withws, He 
being Exmanxd in himſelfe,- hath effected the ſame 
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tor vs,he hath made God one with vs,6 vs onc with fo 


God,he hath made hima friend and father to vs,and 
vs to become friends and Sonnes of God. This is a 
matter of ſingular comfortto GodsChikdren: for as 
{ure as our Nature is met together in the Perſon of 
Chriſt, ſo ſurely are we reconciled vato God. Will 
you belecue a thing ſhall bee done, when there is a 

ledge giuen anda pledge taken on both fides? Why 

ere ts a pledge taken,and a pledge giuen,to aſſure vs 
of this. Chrift tooke our nature as a pledge from vs, 
and to put ir out of all doubt, hath giuen vs his Spi- 
rir, as a pledge from him of our perfe&reconcilia- 
tion to God. What can a man haue more,when God 
deales thus ſubſtantially with him £ Doubt noc 
therefore,but that ypon thy ſubmiſſion, in ſecking it, 
belceuing it,and obeying it, it ſhall be ſurely pertor- 
med ynto thee, | 


Fourthly,This ſhould teach vstherefore to labour Y7% 4; 


to become one with God. God hath vouchlafed to 
become one with thee, and wik notthou labour to 
become one with Him?Irt wasa great humbling and 
debafing for him to become one with thee, and yer 
hee did it meerely for thy ſake. Itis glory, and life, 
and faluation for thee to be one with him, therefore 
letnot to ſeeke it for thine own ſake,and neuer leaue 
ſceking by praicr,and all holy endeauorsand means, 
till thou haſt attained it, But you will ſay, How ſhall 
we attaine to become one with God 2 Ianſwer, In 
Chriſt,belecuing, embracing, and caſting thy ſclte 
confidently onChriſt and his merits,and never ceaſe 
praying,and hearing, & conferring on Gods Word, 
till thou haſt attained this: andthen do nor break oft 
this Vaion(by finning)after itis made:berter it 15 he 
INE ” M 2 thee 
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thee by many degrees to break thine own heart,than 
to breake off this Vnion. 

Fiftly, This teacheth vs the dignitie and worthi- 
neſlc of all Chrifts daings and ſufferings,euen in the 
daics of his F/eſþ,becauſe they were all done and uf. 
feredin the Perſonof the Sonne of Gad, and there- 
tore they mult necdsbe of infinite power againſtSa- 
tan and ſin, and of infinite recompence tothe Law, 
and of infinite ſatis fatian to Gods iuſtice,and of ins 
finitmerit for vs, and of infinite worthineſſe before 
Gods Mercy ſeat, yea,of infinit worthineſle before 
the Throne of Gods Iuſtice. So thatif Godthe Fa» 
ther looke vpon the doings and ſufferings of his Son 
with the moſt pure eyes of his Iuſtice,he can find no 
more fault with them(beit ſpoken withall reuerence 
tothe Father,and gloric to the Sonne) than with his. 
owne Maicſtic, 

Sixthly, This teacheth vs the infinite hainouſneſſe 
of ſfinne,that cannot poffibly be done away,butby a 
Perſon of. infinite worthineſſe,cuen as grearas God 
himſelfe. Therefore let vs take heed of finne,and let 
vs not walke after the Fleſh, burafter the Spirit, that 
ſo wee may haue our part in the infinite merits of 
Chrift. | 
_ .Thethird maine point-to bee conſidered in this 
Scripture, The word was made fleſh, was the Incarna- 
tion of the Son of God, wherein was propounded 
to be ſpoken : Firft,ofthe phraſe, ade Fleſh. and ſe- 
condly,ofthe matter, Touching the phraſe,we heard 
that it went beyond all other places of Scripture, 


| Andforthe matter, wee propounded five things to 


be handled in it : Firſt, concerning the Ator worke 


done: Secondly,the manner of doing : Thirdly.the 
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meanes.; Fourthly,the time when it was done : And 
laſtly,the conſequents of it being done.Of the three 
former wee haue already heard. Now it remaines; 
that by the aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit we ſpeak of the 
two latter, the fourth and fifth. And for the preſent, 
the firſtto be ſpoken of, is thetime or ſeaſon wherin 
it was done : And Inotethis point the rather, be- 
cauſc it pleaſeth the holy Ghoſt to note this circum- 
ſtance,Gal.4.4.1s the ſulxeſſe of time God ſent his own 
Sonne &c, Where he {peaks of Chriſts Incarnation, 
and giues expreſle notice of the time. Eccleſ.z. ol 
things under the Sunne hane their eppointed time, ſaith 
Selomon : Therefore this, which was the greateſt 
worke that euer was done vnder the Sun, muſt haue 
aconuenient time to be performed in, Itis true,that 
in reſpe& of Gods decree, it was done beforecall 
worlds. Andit is as true in reſpet of the fruit and 
benefirof itto the faithfull, that it hath beene from 
the beginning of the world, and therefore he is cal- 
led the Lambe ſlaine from the begining of the world, 
Reael.13.8, Allthe good that euer hath befallkenthe 
faithful cuen tatheir veryEleQion,wasbeftawed on 
them by God reſpeRiuely to Chriſts Incarnation. 
But the reall and aQtuall performance of it, had a cer- 
taine time afſignedtoit by Gods decree, and that in 
fingular wiſedome and mercie, and the time being 
come, this worke was aQually performed. How 
long it is. ſince, cuery one of vs knowes, 1630,yeats. 
But how long it was from the beginning of the 
world tothattime, is not ſo certainely and preciſely 
knowne : yet itis certaine, that it was'ynder 4009: 
yeares,and aboue 3909.yeares ; we will conſider of 
this time in ſome profitable reſpects, And firſt wee 
: M 3 will 
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ears prohibutt, R . 
Galt, crow earth, God himſelfe,to come into the world, and to 


will conſider of itin reſpeR of the ſtate of the whole 
world, Sccondly,in reſpcR of the ſtate of the faich- 
full. And thirdly in reſpe& of the Yirgin Marie. 
Firſt, we will confider of irgenerally in reſpe& of 
the whole world , For firſt, at that time waseſta- 
bliſhed the moſt abſolute Moxerchie that euer was in 
the world, the Romane Empire :and was it not then a 
fittime for the moſt abſolute Monerch of heanen and 


be manifeſted ia the ®/eſb? Secondly,then there was 
a general yniuerſal peace throughout the world;and 
therefore a fit time for the Prince of Peace 1e/u«s 
Chrif#to bee borne and to come into the world. 
Thirdly, then idolatricand prophaneneſle, and ge- 
nerally all finne was at the higheſt, the whole world 
lay tumbling in wickedneſle,as Saint obs ſaith, x 706, 
5.19. cuen fie Swinein the myre : and was itnot 
high time then for Chriſt to come into the world 
to cure linne ? Is it not bzzb time for the Phyſitien to 
come,when the Patient is moſt ficke 2 Chriſt hee is 
the Phyſitian , the Worldis the Patient ; Sinne is the 
diſcaſe; and the height of finne the deſperateneſſe of 
the diſeaſe : was it not time then for C5ri/i to come 
into the world, when the world was thus ia the 

height and extremitic of ſfinne* | 
The f{ecoad reſpeR is ſpecially becauſe of the 
Church of the faichfull. It was a fit time in reſpeR 
of them , For firſt, at this time the Prophecies and 
Promiſes of Chriſts comming were acercat an end, 
The Scepter was departed from Indeh, the whole Go- 
#c*rameyt of the Iewith Nation was abrogate from 
the Royall Tribe,and tranſl ued to the Romwene Em- 
perears and their Liewenants, and therefore it was 
tunc 
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time for Sbileh preſently to.come ,as /«cob prophe- 


ſied,Gen.49.10, The 70.weeksin Deniels Propbecie, 
Ds#.9. 25, 26, Were now comming on apace, and 
moſt of them expired,and therefore the Meſeieb was 
to come,and'to liue here onearth,that at the full end 
and expiration of them he migbt be ſlaine, and fo re- 


concile the iniquitie,and bring in cuerlaſting righte- 
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ouſneſle, For God doth not only performe promi-+ zaxcly de in:" 
ſes and accompliſh prophecies in the Truth of the 7% 7473-74 


thing ; but alſo in the preciſe ſtrineſle of the time; 
he kceps touch forthe very day and houre. Second- 
ly, and conſequently, the faithfull people of God 
then aliue were gaping with 4u»grySoules,like yo 

Raxens, for the commingof the Me/ciab, they had 
long waited with old Simeon, Luke 2.25. for the con- 
ſolation of. Iſrael, and-had now ſpread their Armes 
abroadto receiue and embrace the Saluation of the 
Lord: and when is meate and drinke ſoſcaſonable, 
as when itis hungred and thirſted after £ Andthen 
is the ficreſt time for God to beſtow his bleflings on 
his choſen, when hee hath opened their hands and 
hearts, and made them fir forembracingofthem. 
Now the faithful hungred and thirſted forthe com- 
ming of Chriſt, and waited with ftretchedout Armes 
ready toreceiue himz& therefore in reſpeR of them, 
this was a fit time for Godto-giueChriſt ynto them. 
Thirdly and laſtly,the faithful were very ſcarce and 
few,the Church was crept intoacorner, into a few 
families, Religion was exceedingly decayed,theDo- 
Qrine of ir depraued, Holineſſe of life little regar- 
ded andlefle praQiſed, and generally thoſethar in 
ſhew moſt profeſt, the Scribes and Phariſees, were 
meere formaliſts,and ſtarke Hypocrites; Gods wor- 


ſhip 
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ſhip was corrupted by mans Traditions and Inuen- 
tions : and was it not now #424 time for the head of 
theChurch to ſhew forth himſelfe,and to come per- 
ſonally and viſibly amongſt them, to redreſſe their 
manners,reforme his owne Truth,repaire the ruines 
of his Houſe,and te coinfortthe languiſhing mem- 
bers of his owne Bodie £ Surely this was the moſt 
fir time, 

Thirdly,we muſt conſider of this time particular- 
ly in reſpec ef the Yirgin Merie, his bleſſed mother: 
and it was fit time in reſpe of hertoo ; for Chriſt 
was preſently incarnate within her, ſo ſoone as euer 
ſhe belecued the meſſage of the Angel, Luke r. 3r. 
not before, - for #{l rhe while ſhe diſtruſted and faid, 
how can this be « Chriſt was not concciued in her: 


a diftruſtfull heart diſ-inables from being partakers 


of Gods promiſes : nor after ſhe belecued was it de- 
ferred. God is neuer behind hand with any, but that 
which he tenders vs vpon our beleeuing, hee giues 
ſo ſoone as euer we doe belecue, God had determi- 
ned it,the Angel had acquainted her withit, that ſuch 
a thing ſhould be, there 7h thing then lacking, bur 
that ſhee conſent to it and embrace it : So ſoone as 
euer ſhe belecued and obeyed, Luke 1.383.this ſacred 
Birth was concceiued-Within her. I nore this the ra- 
ther, becauſe looke how it was with the Yiroin Mary 
in her corporall conception of Chriſt ; right ſs it is 
with vs, when we conceiue Chritt ſpiritually in our 
hearts;fo ſoone as cucr wee beleeue the promiſes of 
the Goſpell through him, Chriſt is preſently tramed 

and faſhioned within vs. 
The fift and laſt point is the conſequents that did 
enſue vpon the Incarnation of Chiift ; I meanc ſuch 
as 
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as did enſue vpon this vnion inregard of himſelfe, 
For the conſequents that did enſue in regard of vs, 
are comprehended vnder the fourth generall head, 
namely, his mediation executed .in 8& by this Incar- 
nation ; but the conſequents to bee confidered here 
are ſuchas enſucd in reſpeR of Chriſt himſelfe; and 
theſe may be called Graces, and they are ſuchthings 
as befell the Manhood of Chriſt (for no ſuch things 
can befall his Godhead, nothing can grace it from 
manJ)and theſe may be diſtinguiſhed intotwo forts : 
Firſt, ſome are called Gifts, ſecondly ſomemay be 
called Royalties. 

And firſt for gifts;vpon the vnion of thetrwoNa- 
tures in. Chriſt, many gifts befcell the Manhood of 
Chriſt : for whereſoeucr God is preſentin loue, he 
?ivesand that bountifully ; much more tothat hu- 
mane nature which himſclfe hath pleaſed to aſſume 
and rake vnto himſelte. Wee will confider of theſe 
gifts in theſe two reſpeRs: Firſt what they were: Se- 
condly,in what meaſure they were found in Chriſt. 
Firſt, whatthey were, cuenall che good that the hu- 
mane Nature was capablevof;thelc gifts were cither 
gifts of Bodie,orof Minde, Firſt,of the Body , He 
hada comely countenance, a good complexion, a 
temperate conſtitution,and ſcemely ſtature, Second- 
ly, of the Minde, a pregnant wit, ſober afteRions, 
ſtable memorie, ſound iudgement. And though the 
Scripture doth not expre T7 ſpeak this; yet reaſon 
require it, thatthe nature aflumed into the Ho/y per- 

' ſon of the Sonne of God, ſhould beeno whit infe- 
riour to any that cuer was of that kinde, But yet the 
Scripture is not altogether ftlent in this; eyther for 


the Bodie, and theretore ir is ſaid, P/alme 45.2.7 how 
N art 
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art fairer than the children of men, that is, Hee had 2 
comely countenance and good complexion : and 
howſocuer it be ſaid , E/ay 53. That hee had merther 


forme nor _ that is ſpoken in reſpect of the 


Jewes, that did not eſteeme him nor regard him, but 
maligne him, And fo in reſpe& of Souletoo, it is 
ſaid,E/a.1 1.2,3.That he had the ſpirit of wiſedome and 
wnder ftanding the ſpirit of counſell and ſlremgth, the 
ſpirit of knowledge,and the feareof the Lord, Other 
places of Scripture ſpeake of the gifts of the Bodie 
and of the Soule together ; as Luke 2.40. AHndtbe 
child grew,that is ſpoken of his Body , aud be was fil- 
led with wiſedome,that is ſpoken of his Soule : And 
verſe 5 2. leſs encreaſed in wiſedome, that is, the gifts 
of his minde; and i» ftatare, that is, in reſpeR of his 
Body; 4nd in fauonr with God and man, that is not 
ſpoken of his outward endowments, for God looks 
not vpon the countenance of a mans perſon, but the 
meaning is,he had ſuchexcellent gifts and graces of 
minde,as'Holineſſe,viſedome, and ſuch like, whereby 
he was in fauour both with Godand men. We ſce 
then how richly our Sauiour was furniſhed in him- 
ſclfe, nor onely with the gifts of Nature, whereby 
he got fauour with men,but of Grace too, wherby 
he was in fauour with God. John 1.14, 16. Hee was 
f#ll of grace &e. Secondly, in what meaſure were 
theſe gifts found in him? I anſwer, In an high and 
excelicnt degree,morethan in any other, P/al.45.2. 
Thou art fairer &c. Adam him(clfe was not equall 
to himm,at the leaſt for the gifts of grace. Ade came 
tarreſhort of that knowledge, and wiſedome, and 
vnderſtanding wherewith the Manhood of Chriſt 
was endowed, becauſe Adem had theſe graces and 
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ifts from God,Chriſt had thepreſence of theGod- 
cad: his humane nature being vnited vnto his God- 
head, had an excellencie aboue all others, and there- 
fore excellent graces aboue others. Some haue 
thought that becauſe the humane nature was vnited 
rothe Godhead in the perſon of Chriſt , that there- 


fore it receiued infinite & vncreated knowledge and 


wiſedome 8&c. therefore here weemuſt marke this 
rule, That he hadall wiſedome & knowledge 8&c. ſo 
far as his manhood was capable of it ; but his man- 
hood was'not capable of this,as he was man, he was 
a creature, and therefore wee muſt ſtill keepe within 
the bounds of a creature; as wee muſt not detrat 
from his manhood , ſo we muſt not addeto it. And 
therefore though vncreateand infinite knowledge 
and wiſedome were found in Him as hee was God, 
_ his manhood was not capable of ſuch infinite- 
neſle. 

The ſecond point is concerningthe royalties that 
befell che manhood of Chriſt , in reſpeR of his In- 
carnation, For where God is preſent, in fauour,and 
loue, hee conferres-greatgrace and glory on them 
that he is preſent withall 5 much more where hee is 

erſonally one withthat which he is preſent with,as 
he is with Chriſt, T heſe royalties are foure: The firſt 
is a cohabitation or dwelling of the manhood with 
the Godhead ; the ſecond is the cooperation and 
toint working together of both : the third isthe glo- 
rification of the humane nature : and the fourth is 
the communication of properties, 

The firſt royaltie,is the cohabitation or dwelling 
together of the manhood with the Godhead : that 
the manhood ſhould dwell vader one roof as it were 
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withthe glorious Maieſty of God , this is agreat 
Royalty,and ofthis the Apoſtle ſpeakes, Colo/.2.9, 
For in him awelleth all the fulneſſe of the Godhead badi- 
ly. Which though it be ſpoken of the wholeperſon 
of Chriſt, yet bedly ſpecifies the honourthat there- 
by the F/eſb or manbood. is graced withall. Andifit 
be a great Royalty toſthe faithfull, for God todwell 
in them by his Spirir, thea much more is this a great 
Royalty,that God ſhould dwel perſonally in Chriſt. 

The ſecond Royalty ,is the Cooperation &1oyat 
working together of beth, like fellow and fellow 
well met, (if I may ſo ſpeake.) For howſocuer the 
Deitic is infinitely greaterthan the Manhood , yetit 
deales not with it,as great menare wontto doe with 
lefſe,to ſway allthemaſelues : Bur the Godhead per- 
mits andgiues way to the inferiour naturegthe Man- 
hood, Firſt, in that it ſuffers it to doe, and to worke 
according to its owne kinde, Secondly, in that it 
quickens,ſuſteines;and affiſts the Manhood to work, 
Thirdly, the Godhead ioynes and concurres often- 
times with the Manhood in one and the ſame work, 
hence it is, that the Attiens of Chriſt are called 7he 
£xaricall Actions, not only becauſe the ſame perſon 
doth them being both God and-man,but becauſe the 
Actions of the Godhead doe lend their power to. 
the Actions ofthe Manhood,and the ARtions of the 
Manhood are ſeruiceable Inſtruments varo them. As 
when hee walked on the Sea, Aat.1425:. it wasan 
ation of his Manhoodto walke, burthar he walked 
on the waters, thisis an Action of his Godhead con» 
curring therewithall. Solikewiſcin raiſing Lez4rs 
fromthe dead,it was an aRion of his Manhood, to. 
call him ; but it was an ARion. of his Godhead, to 
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giuc him power to rile out of the graue, So we ſee, 
this-is a great Royalty to- the humane nature of 
Chriſt, not onely to be acquainted, and todiwellto- 
gether with the divine nature, bur alſo that they 
do oft times concurre together in one and the ſame 
worke. 

The third Royalty,is tlie Glorificationofthe hu- 
manenature with theglory of the diuine nature, for- 
aſmuch as afterthe ReſurreRion and Aſcenſion, it 
wasglorified with the glory ofthe Godhead fo far 
as it was capable of it, 796» 17,5. This glory Chriſt 
prayed for, Father, glorifie wee with the glory 1 had 
with thee before the world was, that is, with the glory 
ofthe Godhead:& ſo it was performed. 1.Tim.1.16. 
And receiaed vp intothe glory,and ſoit ſhall continue 
tothe end of the world, for Chriſt ſhall cometo 
Iudgement in the glory of God the Father. Mor. 16. 
27. So wee ſee that this- is a. wonderfull Royalty, 
namely. the exaltation ofthe humane Nature tothe 
©lory of thediuine Nature. But ſtill we muſt keepe 
within theſe bounds, that is,as 1 ſaid before,thart it is 
exalted to the glory of the Godhead ſo farre as it is 
capable of it. The, Manhood is finite.and therefore 
not capableof infinite glory. + But yet the humane 
Nature of Chriſt is infinitely more glorious,thanthe 
Nature ofall Men, or Angels, or other Creatures 
whatſoeuer.- | | 

The fourth & laſt Royalty,is the communication 
of properties. This is a hard point : ſome po 
belong to the Godhead, ſome to the Manhood, and 
theſe are communicated tocach Nature. Thoſe that 
are.peculiar rothehumane nature,are affirmedotf rhe 
diuiac, and thoſe thatare peculiar to the diuine Na- 
N 3 cure 
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cure are affirmed of the Humane, Communication 

of properries,is this, that Chriſt God, giuesthe Ti- 

tles ofthe Diuine propertiesto Chriſt-Man, and re- 
cejues the'titles of the humane properties of Chriſt- 

Man. You mult vaderſtand, that this is not done in 

deed, by way of communication betwixt the Na- 

tures, but onely by way of affirmation of the whole 

Perſon. As for example : Ir is the propertic of 

| Chriſt-God to be Immortall,and of Chriſt-Man to 

- be Mortall: and yet Chriſt-God may be faidto be 
Mortall, and Chriſt-Man may be ſaid tobe Immor- 
tall, And this we may ſay without bluſhing, Pred#- 
Cafione tantum (cd veriſcime & realiſtime , quis Chri- 

Zanch de eas S704 ſubſiftit in vtraque forme. 

Farn.llo.s4t N . , . . 

Dodtrine, Wewill make ir plaine inan obſeruation , & that 
is this, namely, That howſocuer the Godhead and 
Manhood in Chriſt are two diſtin Natures, even 
after the Vnion, and thateach Nature rectaines their 
ſeuerall workcs and properties, yetnotwithſtanding 
that which belongs tocitherof the Natures,is aſcri- 
bed to the whole Perſon of Chriſt, & hat in regard 
of both Natures. Examples will makeit cleare. And 
firſt, I will giue'you examples out of the Scripture, 
where the humane propetries are afcribed toChriſt- 
God:and fecondly,where the Divine properties are 

* aſcribed ro Chrift-Man.. Firſt ,where the Humane 
properties are aſcribed to Chriſt-God,as 4#,20.28 
Go4 purchaſed bis Church with his owne blosd.Bloud is 
proper to Chriſt-Man,not to Chriſt-God, yet here 
it 18 attributed to Chriſt-God by communication of 
properties. . The like you ſhalt finde inother places, 
CLAS 3415. 4nd killed the Lord of Life. T.C0r.2.8 Cru- 
oifiea the Lord of Glory, It is proper to Chtiſt-Man 
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. tobe killed. and crucified : to Chriſt-God to bee 
Lord of Life and Lord of Glory , and yethere by 
communication of properties , it is attributed to 
Chrift-God to be killed & crucified, who is theLord 
of lifeand glorie. Secondly ,the Diuine properties 
are aſcribed to Chriſt-Man. Lake 1.43. The Mother 
of my Lord . Mary was Chriſts mother as hee was 
Man, but yet by communication of properties ſhe is 
called the mot her of God,or,of the Lord, which is the 
Title of his Gedhead, And fo,1#h.6.62.what then if 
you ſbould ſee the Sonne of Man aſcend where he was be- 
fare f Why, his Manhood was not in heauen before, 
but his Godhead : but this is ſpoken by communi- 
cation of properties , whereby.that which is proper 
ro his Godhead.is atrribured ro his Manhood; 1will 
make it plaine by an example : A Man confifteth .of 
Body & Soule : the Soule is ſpirituall,the Body cor- 
porall. Now you may ſay of a man, that he is both 
Spiritualland Corporal, becauſe he confiſts of both 
in one Perſon : And ſo you may ſay of Chriſt-God 
that he is mortall,and of Chriſt-Manthat he is im- 
mortall, becauſe he is God and Man in one Perſon . 


The reaſon of the point is, and there is but this nea/op. 


one,Becauſe of the onenefle of the Perſon ,that he 
is both God and Man in one Perſon.Hence the pro- 
pertics of the one are affirmed of the other; as in 
that ſimilitude which I gaue you before, becauſe a 
Man confiſts of Soule and Body,that which belongs 
to eyther may be truely affirmed of the whole Man, 
becauſc he doth containc both in one Perſon. And 
ſo it is in Chriſt, becauſe he is one in Perſon,therfore 
the properties that belong to cither Nature,may be 
attributed to whole Chriſt. 


The 
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7; The Vſes are theſc, 
Fer Firſt,this ſhould teach ys that we ſhould nor ſtum- 
| ble ar any of theſe phraſes of ſpeech, when we meete 
wich them in che Scripture; as if there wereany con- 
fafion of Natures,or abſurdity in ſpecch;burwemuſt 
thinke them the fitreſt, and trueſt, and moſt proper 
ech that can bee vſcd, ſro expreſte the meaning of 
05ie#, theholy Ghoſt.Yca,but you will ſay, How can con- 
traries bee affirmed of Jone and the ſame Subſtance - 
Anſw. It istrue,itcannot in one and the ſame reſpeR,bur in 
$1464 -o, divers reſpeRts it may. Chriſtis viſible, and inviſible, 
omdtam dem, but notin one and the ſame reſpeR : hee is viſible in 
reſpeR of his humane Nature;bur inuiftble in reſpe& 
of his divine Nature, 
Obes Another exception may bc here made, and that is 
. this: It it bcin forme of ſpeech only,and not in truth 
Anſws, ofthething, it is but falſhood and deceit. Yes, it is 
ſo inthe truth ofthe thing roo, in regardof the Per- 
ſon of whom it is affirmed, though in regardof the 
other Nature, it be but verball. 
Obit? Yea,but thirdly,you will ſay, May I not fay then, 
" his Manhood is his Godhead, & his Godhead is his 
Anſw. Manhood? I anſwer, No,you may fafely ſay in the 
te isonely iv CONRretc , that Chrilt-God is Man, or Chriſt-Man 
| " is God:butnotintheabſtraR,that Chriſts Manhood 
is his Godhead,or his Godhead is his Manhood:no, 
not though one be vſcdin the concrete, the other in 
Does the abſtract, asto ſay,Chrift-God isthe Manhood, or 
perſona Chris Chriſts Godhead is Man,nor contrary, But we ma 
eur —_ lunt ſay,Chr iſt-Godis Man,and Chriſt-Man is God, for 
vIgeirat« then we ſpeake in the concrete ofthe Perſon, which 
is one, But when we ſpeake of the Godhead alone,or 
ot the Manhood alone inthe abſtraR,then we ſpeak 


of 


— 
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of the Natures,and they are the ſame ſtill. We can- 
not ſay, his manhood is vifibleand inuiſible,nor that 
his Godhead is viſible & inuifible roo : but we may 
fay, Chriſt-man is viſible and inuifible , and Chriſt- 


God is viſible and inviſible, forthen we ſpeak of the 


perſon, but we muſt not fingle out the natures. I may 
ſay of my ſelfe,thatI am ſpirituall and bodily ; but I 
cannot ſay of my ſoulealone, that it is ſpirituall and 
bodily; nor likewiſe of my body:alone,that itisbo. 
dily 8&-pirituall ; for that which may be affirmed of 
the Perſon,cannot be affirmed of the Nature. Theſe 
phraſes.are viuall in the Scripture, and therefore I 
would haue you take notice of them. Our Sauiour 
hath ſuch a ſpeechin 184.6.62.#hat then if you ſbould 
ſee the Sonne of Man aſcend wp where hee was before ? 
There you muſt vnderſtand, that its ſpoken by com- 
munication of properties,asSif he had ſaid thus, What 
if youſhould ſce Chriſt, who is very Man, aſcend vp 

where his Perſon was before: he doth not ſay, where 

his Nature the Manhood was before: but becauſe he 

was there before in regard of one of his Natures,the 


Godhead, therefore this may be ſaidot both, inre- * 


ſpeR of his Perſon. 


The laſt vſe, is matter of ſingular comfort to all 7c 2: 


Godschildren;for as it is in his own perſon betwixt 
the Godhead &the Manhood, ſo it is in ſome mea- 
ſure alſo in his mediation betwixt. God and vs, hee 
being the Sonne of God, very God,took ourtitle on 
him, The Sonne of Mau, became very mag, bare our 
fianes, andtaſted our infirmitics, and endured our 
puniſhment , that which was ours he recciued, and 
* tt was truely tranſlated voto him-: and he giues vnto 

vs his titles,the ſonnes of God, heyres and Se with 

O- 
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himſelfe, And therfore ſeeing Chriſt hath raken my 
finnes and my infirmitics vpon him, they ſhall never 
be more able to condemne me, than they are tocon- 
demne him) if there be no condemnation to Chrift, 
neyther is there any condemnation to them that be 
in Chriſt. And likewiſe his rigtteoufneſle ſhall iuſti- 
fie me in the preſence of God, as hehimſelfe is tuſti- 
fied. And ſo much of the third generalt poiritin the 
Texr,namelyheincarnation of Chriſt; - 7: '/ 

The fourrh generall- point , (and that is but aby- 
thing inreſpeR of the Text) isthe benefit of Chriſts 
Incarnation,namely,his mediation, which was exe- 
cuted in and by his Incarhation : forthisis the 'end 
thereof in refpeR of vs. 1:73. 1.1 5.75 is s true ſay- 
inz,and by all meanes worthy to be receiued, that Chritt 
Jeſus came inte the world to ſane ſinners, Allthe do- 
ings and ſufferings of Chriſt doe concurre to; this 
worke, namely, his mediation to bring vs to God. 
Andall rhe benefits that wereceive by Chriſt 1w/t:f. 
cation, Redemption, Interceſsion &t. are comprehen- 
ded vnder this tirle,namely.,his Mediation, And the 


| wholeofficeof Criſt is Gignificantly expreſſed by 


this one word,Chriſis Mediation, God and we were 
at variance, Chriſt hee interpoſed hirmſeclte berwixt 
Godand vs, as a Mediatour to make peace & artone- 
ment tor vs. Why,burthen you will fay, He its mcdi+ 
atourto himſelte,forhe is God. I anſwer, Why not? 
the Apoſtle ſaith ſo ia 2. Cor.5.19. God was in Chrift 
reconciling the world to bimſelfe. 

- 'Hence wee may draw this obſeruation, namely, 
Thar Ieſus Chriſt, The Word made firſb,is Mediatour 
betwixc God and man in both Narures. 4s 20.28 
Goa purchaſed his Charch with bu owne bloud. God 


parchaſed, 


Ml. et 
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porchaſea, there is his Godhead: with bis avne ve blowd, 
"theres his Manhed. So heis called Emmianuel, that 
is, God with vs, Matth.1.23.He is one with Godand 
one with vs, to >mediate betwixt God and vs. 

The Reaſons aretheſe. Firſt, Chriſt muſt dye for re4/ox L. 

vs,therefore man mediates andhemult riſe againe, 

| therefore God mediates. Rom..1. 4, Hedeclared him- 
ſelfe mightily to be the Sonne of Goa, bythe Reſarretlion 
from the dead. 2.Cor.13.4. He was Cracified concerniug 
hu infirrity,yet lineth be thnou gh tbe power of God, 

Secondly, hee muſt ſuffer, kf he muft ouercome, 

Heb.2:14.F0r as much a5 thechildren were partahers Reaſon 2. 
of fleſb and bleud,he bimſelfe alſorooke part with ther, 
that he might deſtroythrough dearth ; him that ha the 
power of deat h,char is, tbe Diaell. Solikewifetie muſt 
bear our ſtripes,and heale vs by them,1/a.53.5. ther- 
fore he muſt mediate for vs in both Natures, as he i is 
Godandman: :.:.: 

Laſtly,iris2 part of his mediatorſhip.to betrevnk Reaſon 3, 
prayers,and forgiue vs our finnesgas well” as tO pray 
for vs,and bearc our finnes. : -- -- 

: Thefirſt Vſe is againſt: Popiſts, that xct_de the rex: I; 
Godhead of Chriſt; asfemate principiamin his me- 
diation;that fay,thatonly dignifies and makes his a- 
Rions of valne, but doth nothing in the worke : but 
we ſay,he performesthe work of mediation in both 
natures. Rom, 1.4. He declares himfelfe mightily to be 
the Soune of God, by the reſurre(ilion from ;FV dead. But 
the Papilſts thinke they hit it home, when they bring 
that place,r.Tim. 2.5. Theres but one mediatour be- 
twixt God and man, the man Chriſt Icſ@&s. Therc tore, 
ſay they,he is mediator in his manhood onel Y. Bur 
wedenic tix rcalon: tor this is ſpoken by the Ros 
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of communication of properties,and is meant of his 


perſon, not his manhood : if hee had ſaid the man- 


hood,it had beene plaine; but he ſaith waz, therfore 

itis mcantof his perſon, that is very Godand very 

Man. 
Secondly, this teachethrvs torenounce all other 


mediatours which arc not God : for cyther we muſt 


make them gods that we make our mediators (as the 
Papiſts do by conſequent, in that they make them 
ſearchers of the heart) or elſe they can be no media- 
tors, If they be mediators, they muſt be redeemers ' 
t00.1.T!m.2.5,6.there they are ioyned together,ove 
Mediator betwixt God and man, the man Chriſt Ieſws > 
whogane himſelfe « ranſome &s. None can ranſome 
vs,but Ieſus Chriſt, and:therefore none can mediate 
for ys, but hee. 

+ Thirdly, this teacheth vs that Chriſt is entirely 
ours, both his Godhead & his manhood,and all that 
hee hath done in both Natures, in the worke of his 
mediation,being moſt perfeR,entire, and all- ſuffici- 
ent,is alſo ours, And therefore wee ſhould caſt our 
ſelues wholly vpon him,and ſtrengthen our faith in 
him,aſſuring our ſelues,that wee are fully reeonciled 
to God in him : for what the manhood could net 
do in the worke of our mediation,thatthe Godhead 
did;and therefore let vs reſt wholly and onely vp- 
on him,as vpon a moſt perfet Mediataur, 


